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continuous fog signals. In this manner, the two officers proceeded for
about two and a half miles along the western coastline, Then, scramb-
ling ashore, they clambered up the face of the c¢liffs, a difficult matter
on such & dark night - to the summit of the Island., They presented them-
gelves at the North Light at 5,40 a.m,, 3% hours after the "Montagu"
struck, and were very surprised to hear they were on Iundy, being quite
convinced in their own mind that they had struck Hartland Point. This,
of course, was the first intimation on Lundy of the mishap.

As soon as the news reached the mainland, tugs and salvage
vessels literally swarmed to the scene, and the battleships "Duncan",
"Dido" and "Albermarle", speeded to assistance, At first the Admiraliy
had great hopes of saving the "Montagu", and ordsred a floating dock to
be towed across the Atlantic from Bermuda, Then it was thought it would
Ye poasible to refloat her in July, when the tides would be at their
highest for the year, After a while it was obvious that Lundy would
become her grave, and work was put in hand, under the direction of Admiral
Wilson, to remove guns, arms, torpedoes, and all possible stores, which
were transferred to lighters and government vessels, using Lundy roads as
their anchorage.

The salvage operations proved a great attraction for sightseers;
passenger-carrying craft from the coastal resorts did oconsiderable
business, and i1t must have been an impressive concentration of shipping,
with the warships'"Cornwallis", "Duncan", and "Mars® in attendonce, and
nunerous salvage craft in support.

The Court Martial opened at I0 o'clock on Wednesday morning, .
August I5th, 1906, aboard the "Victor" -~ Rear-~Admiral Charles Cross
presiding. The officers put on trial were Captain Adair and the navigat-
ing officer Lieutenant Dathan, There were two charges against the pris-
oners, the first alleging that the prisoners, being pcrsons subject to
Naval discipline, on the 30th May 1906, did negligently, or Yy default,
hazard, strand, or lose, H.M.S. "Montagu", and second, that on the same
date, the prisoners negligently, or by default, suffered the said ship to
be nnzarded, stranded, or lost. The report of the Captain to *he Admiralty
was read, and other officers gove evidence as to the movement of the
"Wontagu" during the six hours preceeding the disaster,
All witnesses agreed that there was no reason to think she was off her
course, No fog signals were heard from TLundy or Hartland Point, though
the Officer of the Watch was listening for them in betwsen the intervals
of sounding the "Montagut!s" own siren, TFollowing further evidence,
Commonder G.E.S,Petch said he turned out of his bunk when the ship
grounded and was on deck 5 minutes later, Immediatly after striking, the
bower anchor was got out and the capstan manned by hand as the compartment
working the steam engine was flooded. The dbehavior of the crew was exe
cellent in all respects - in faet the grounding might have been all part
of the daily routine, When Captain Adair was asked if any officers and
men had especinlly distinguished themselves,; he replied, "I do not wish to
pake distinction, where all did so well., The conduct of Articifer Eng,
VYarchant, who was the Officer of the Watch in the engine room was admirable,
Tut I do not consider it necessary to mention anyone else in particular,
The behavior of the officers and crew was in 2ll respects what it ought

to beo "

During the course of cross-examination, the Navigating Officer,
lLieutenant Dathan, admitted that he was scveral miles out in his reckoning,

The trial cocluded with the Court finding the charges proved
against both prisoners; ordering Captain Adair to be severely reprimonded
and dismissed from the "Montagu'", and Lieutenuant Dathcan to be severely
reprimanded, dismissed from the "Montogu", and to forfeit two years
gseniority as Lieutenant of the Fleet, Part of the sentconces might be
regarded as distinctly quaint under the circumstances; the force of the
wind and sea already effectually anticipating the decision that both
officers should be dismissed their ship.

The press gere o sympathetic report on Captain Adajr's career
and future, One paper said, "He is universally regarded as a rising
officer, and at the Admiralty, whero his abllity and professional record
are well known, there will certainly be no disposition fo dispence with
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completsly buried in the waves.

After the Admiralty's announcement of the battleship!'s auction
on January 28th. I907, Lundy woas visited by representatives of ship =
breaking firms from all over England and was eventualy purchased for
£4,250 with possible risk of the ship disappearing bodily in a gale - in
fact by the {ime the purchase was effected, the ground sea had played
havoe with the hull, armoured plates had paried in places under the severe
strain and a portion of the bridge was woshed away, However, the
speculation proved profitable to the purchasers, romantically described
by contemporary papers as a "Syndicate of South Wales Adventurers",

A large number of men were employed on this final phase of
salvage operation, Like most of their predecessors they were housed in
the Marisco Castle cottnges, and an aerial footway over B0O yards long
was constructed from the top of the cliffs to the roof of the charthouse,
Work was only possible for a short while at low tide and speed was essen-
tial., Every day, weather permitting, lighters were brought alongside the
wreck and, piece by piece, huge sections of armour plating were removed
and brought ashore. A vast gquantity of copper and dbrass was 2lso salvaged,
The company continued blasting and carrviag awocy metal and parts of
machinery from the engine room, well into the Autumn, the bulik of which
was token to Ilfracombe and disposed of,

A thrilling incident took place during these operations, The
chain of a derrick, used on board the wreck became jammed, and one of the
men climbed up the chain to clear it., By some mischance txe block ond
chain became detached and fell to the deck leaving the man hanging by his
hands to the end of the derrick, 40 ft. cbove the jagged iron ploates of
the broken deck, Before help could reack him he was forced to let go, but
in Tailing, fortunately deviated slightiy to cne side, escaping the iron-
work and certain death, by faliing through o hole in the uypper deck. The
force of his fall oroken, he miraculousely escaped with a few bruises and
temporary shock,

Towards the end of October heavy ground seas, amoung the most
gevere ever experienced on Lundy, battered the wreck continuouslv ond she
gsettled down forward. A large quantity of valuable diving geaw wxe washed
overboard and lost, and further =alvage work abandoned, FHal? Lo vessel
which formerly listed to starboard now inclined towards the port sides
this meant that the "Montagu" had practically broken hex backe.

The "Montogu! was soon to be engulfed by the ocean upon which
she might have won great battle honours at Jutland or Zeebrugge and
perhaps witnessed the final surrender of the German Fleet at Scapa Flow,
Instead, she was destined to become o monument to the tremendous power
and force of the gea surrounding Lundy's shores. Before the last war, it
used to be possible during calm weather to make out her rusty plates
resting on the sea bed but all that remains now as 9 positive reminder
are the few surviving steps of the cliff path leading down to the scene of
one of our great peacetime naval disasters,

LS.,

INHABITANTS 1957,

As o matter of interest to historians and others, the u/m people
lived on the Island during the winter 1956-7,

Mr., & Mrs. ¥ W Cade, Agent & wife; R. Bendall & family, form bailiff;
Richard Jennings, farm student; Vince and Mrs Squires, shepherd & mech
Frank Canncn, gordener; Stoanley Smith & family, Tavern stores and
building; r. J ¢ Spink, Tibbettss Boarbara Whitaker, Warden Lundy
field Societyj Barbara Morris, student, Old Light,

There =are also 3 men at each lighthouse.












THE NEY STAMP ISSUE., cont.,

nyong to believe that it will be resumed in the near future,
The issue of o definitve airmail serics is therefore unnecessary,

For twenty seven years the rate for a letter or postcard up to
< 0z38 has been 3 puffin, With ever rising costs, 4 puffin has long
been an uneconomical charge, but Mr, M C Harmon was lonthe to raise
it; but the time has now come to make o change, and the new rates,as
from February Ist, will be:-

Up to 8 ozs, I puffin
From 8 oz8 to I6 ozs 2 puffin
From I6 ozs to 24 ozZs 3 puffin
From 24 o2s to 2 1bs 4 puffins
From 2 1lbs to 3 1lbs 6 puffin
From 3 1bs to 5 1lbs 9 puffin

And thence, ot the rate of
2 puffin per 1lb, up to
the limit of IS lbs,

The rate for a registered letter up to 8 ozs in weight will
be the same 28 for an ordinary letter.

s e e e e e @ we e

Stone discovery

Local interest wos aroused by the discovery of a cirecular
stone, 2ccidentally come acrose by the farm bailiff & staff whilst
pursuing their daily work., Its positicn is situated apprex 100 ft
down the sidelands from the gquarry path at its northermmcst end,
Looking like a millstone, Mr Gade suggested it may be the stone upon
which the steel tyres or rims were shrink on to cartwheeis, To back
this supposition , there 1s, almost directly =2bove the stone at the
sea side of the quarry path o circular stone-walled pit o vwhich it
seems a fire was 1lit and the metal band heated thersin, afterwards
being shrunk on to the wheel, held meanwhile by the stone,

The stone is a finely worked piecec of granite 4I ins in diometer
with 2 6 in hole centrally, and is 8 ins thick. It ann=ars okTious
that its present position is the result of hwran interi:iconce,

CONTROL

During early January, My Charlie Collins, employed by
My Harmon to reduce the number of wild animals on the Island,
destroyed in the matter of a fertnight the fellowing;-
38 soay sheep;~ 28 goots;- 86 deer,
A large number of each still remain to be reckoned with,

THE "TUNDY GANNET!

This fine 1little ship has now been in attendance
on Lundy long enough for one to judge her capabilities and her
stoutness in standing up to the heavy demands made on her by weather
and circumstances, and well, with her Master Capt. Trevor Davey has
she come out of it, Scottish built in I950 under a Government grant,
she was purchased in late winter 1956 by Mr Albion Harman who had a
new engine, a Kelvin 88 Diesel installed and several alterations
performed to conform to Board Of Trade regulations for the job he
needed her for. Sailing from Scarborough on the last Sunday in June
1956, she arrived after an uneverntiful trip at ILundy a week later after
calling at Dover, Weymouth, Falmouth, Newlyn and Clovelly.
She is 652 ft. long, with a beam of I7 ft and a draft of 6 ft, being
powered by the 88 hp engine already mentioned, carries I2 passengers
and I0 tons at a speed of 8 knots. A4 new foremast has been made and
fitted by Capt Davey himself, tae late cne having been too weak to use
as a derrick, essential for heavy cargo work. She has successfully
shipped cattle and sheep from the Island and brought in heavy machinery,

Particulars of her sailings from Bideford can be obtained from;-

Copt Davey, Church Park, Bucks Cross, Bideford,
Tel, Clovelly 296,

0% T Cade Iundy.
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