




















Page 8 Lundy Island Chronicle

WHAT’S IN A NAME?

There are those who say that vis-
itors to Lundy should they wish to be
promoted from Grockle to Lundyite,
must arrive on the island by Dory
from Clovelly in a force 8 easterly at
3.00 am on a winter’s morning land at
Jenny's Cove and scramble up the
cliffs with their wet luggage, to spend
the rest of the night in fitful slumber
in the master bedroom at Old Light
East.

There are also those who, being
members of that loosely-knit organi-
sation Sybaritics Anonymous, flew
over before the advent of the
‘Rolldenburg’ in the Treasure Hunt
Helicopter, often sitting in the very
seat used by Anneka Rice, whose
own seat recently achieved fame and
fortune as the Rear of the Year.

These Lundy Sybarites, after an
energetic day cliff-scrambling on the
West Side in search of puffins glaring
at godwits on Pondsbury in the pour-
ing rain, and staring at the Celtic
stones in the cemetery, are firm in
their belief that civilisation begins at
5.30 pm with a hot bath and change,
followed by a schooner of sherry (or
two) and the delectable cooking of
Joan or Sue or Penny.

Afficionados of Millcombe House,
to whom these delights are vouch-
safed, suffered some confusion in
earlier years when, on being shown

to their bedrooms, they beheld a
landing giving access to a bewilder-
ing array of identical white-painted
doors.

Those with experiences in orien-
teering made, one hopes, no mis-
takes. Those less fortunate were apt,
when seeking the bathroom in the
small hours, to blunder into bed-
rooms other than their own, with
consequences no man (or woman)
could forsee.

Life was certainly more adventur-
ous under Wendy's administration,
but the Landmark Trust promptly
numbered the bedrooms one to
seven, a soul-less thing to do.

When the bedrooms were named,
however - here I beg forgiveness in
advance from whoever did so, and
acknowledge my indebtedness to
Myrtle Ternstrom’s excellent ‘Lundy
Album’ ~ one looked around the
landing with a wild surmise.

Naming three of them after old
wrecks was hardly complimentary to
the guests who occupied them, and
who, apart from Neil Kinnock and Sir
Peter Scott, would warm to names
like Freckles and Eiderduck?

Better by far for the naming to re-
flect the contributions made to the
Island’s history by private owners
through the centuries.

Let's start with Room 1, Mr. Acland,

by JOHN MORGAN

tenant farmer in the 1890’s, has
already had a moor named after him,
and whilst the Mariscos are already
remembered in the Tavern, they
should surely have a place on the
landing where the soul of William de
Marisco — the one who was hung,
drawn, and quartered — could rest in
peace.

Room 2, being double-bedded and
facing the sea, is the obvious choice
for honeymooners, and what more
appropriate name than that of the
Squire who occupied it after building
the house — Heaven?

Room 3, named after the Christie
family who owned the Island briefly
during the 1920’s but removed the
washbasins from the bedrooms — a
retrograde step — could perhaps be
named after the man whose
generosity made the present peace
and prosperity of Lundy available for
all to enjoy — Sir Jack Hayward.

Room 4 - a choice here, say,
between the notorious Benson of
convicts and cave fame, and the
Lerina, a boat which served Lundy
and the Harman family well for nearly
thirty years.

Room 5 — how about Thomas
Bushell, famed for his fortifications at
the Castle and Brazen Ward and for
his Mint — possibly the only man ever
to coin it on Lundy!

Room 6. This was Milly Heaven's
room, the one who christened ‘The
Ugly’, and made those whimsical
weather recordings —-wind E.S.E. and
E., then perpendicular!

Martin Coles Harman for this one —
perhaps Diana could enlighten us on
whether he slept in it.

Room 7. No change; who would
dispute Felix Gade’s claim to be
numbered among the ‘giants’ of
Lundy?

The bathrooms, of course, could
also be named - Clean, Decent and
Spruce? Whilst John Smith, John Puddy,
John Ogilvie, and John Alford would
have no difficulty naming the loo!

Finally, may | suggest that the Hall
be restored to its original function as
an overflow lounge and library, and
that the battleship, redolent of the
‘Montague’ though she may be, is as
incongruous to Lundy as Hudson
Heaven’s Church, and should be
launched on Pondsbury on a course
spiralling towards the centre, there to
disappear into the reeds forever —
who knows, eiderducks may nest in
the funnels!

Having now ensured that Land-
mark will never again book me into
Millcombe House, | may as well
settle for Old Light East, and become
at last a true Lundyite.

Editor’s note: The model battleship,
‘The Hindustan’ has been moved to
the Linhay where it can be viewed by
a greater number of visitors.

The 1871 Census Return

Like all parts of the country Lundy
had to complete a census return in
1871. The National Census had
begun in 1801 and took place every
ten years but it was not until 1851 that
full details were taken. The 1851
count proved exhaustive, exhausting
and expensive so that it was agreed
that the 1861 census would be a less
detailed affair.

From the 1861 Lundy census we
learn that there were only four build-
ings: The Villa (Millcombe House),
The Castle, The Farm (Old House)
and the Lighthouse (Old Light —
counted as two households).

There were 18 resident males plus
4 visiting ‘Drainers’, engaged in
‘draining’; 13 females making a total
count of 31 islanders pltus the 4 drain-
ers. All this of course was pre-Quarry
Company.

The 1871 Census is post-Quarry
providing a marvellous contrast with
1861 and enabling us to trace much
of what the Quany company
achieved.

The Farm House (Old House) was
occupied solely by Fredk. Wilkins
who describes himself as Manager of
Quarries and Farm of 924 acres
employing 5 men and 1 woman.
Garden Cottage (this must be
Stoneycroft) occupied by two
bachelors, one a Shepherd and the
other a Farrier.

Storekeepers House (Uninhabited)
(Mr Gades House, Tavern 1980s).
Managers House (Uninhabited)
(South wing of Manor Farm Hotel —
demolished 1982).

Store and Bakehouse (Uninha-
bited) (Marisco Tavern, now Shop
and Office).

The Villa (Millcombe House) (4

. males, 8 females) = 7 Heaven family,

a Governess and four servants.

The Castle No.1 Thos and Ann
Withacombe, Agricultural labourer
and his wife who must be the female
mentioned by Wilkins. Plus a lodging
farm labourer, a widow and her
daughter, and a ‘boarder’ described
as a White Smith who must be the
man employed at the Signal Station
(Battery).

The Castle No. 2 Jo. Dark, Car-
penter, wife and four children plus a
lodger, a Master Mariner who must
be the person mentioned as being in
charge of a wreck.

The Castle No. 3 (Uninhabited).
Lighthouse Jeremiah Howgego,
Principal Keeper, wife and two
children & Wm Rees, wife and two
children.

Lighthouse Cottage (This must
have been the building removed
when South Light was built which for-
merly stood in the ‘Old Light’ com-
pound) John Chavener, Lightkeeper,
his wife and five children.

Fog Station (Battery Cottages) Thos
Lee, wife and 3 children in one cot-
tage and John Blackmore wife and 6
children in the other.

Barracks 1-4 Barracks 5
Barracks 6 (all unoccupied) These
must be the original wooden build-
ings erected by the Quarry Co ‘with
Tarred rooves’. The fact that they are
listed thus implies that they were in
one block of four with two separate
buildings. AFL suspects that they
were in the Mewstead of fowl run im-
mediately north of the Shippens both
of which were walled with high walls
about the 1860s.

Iron House (Uninhabited) We
know this was the refectory or Can-
teen and is believed to have stood
“where the sheep dip now stands”
according to an ex-Lundy Granite Co
worker whom Mrs Gade met in the
1930s. We know also that it was dis-
mantled but it is quite likely that
some of the corrugated iron
remained in use on the island.
Golden Square 1,23456. (all
uninhabited) More Quarry Co. dwell-
ings probably built in the fowl run
where a well, and traces of filled-in
windows and walls still show.

Sea View Cottages No. 1 (Barton
Cottages, High St. Cottages)
Occupied by Obadiah Johns and his
wife,and 5 children.

No. 2,3,4,5,6,7,8 (all unihabited).
Quarter Wall No. 1 Occupied by
two young bachelor quarrymen
(AFLs Block A).

Nos. 2,3,4 (unoccupied). This is the
block immediately north of Quarter
wall gate.

Quarter Wall (AFLs ‘B*)‘Four Build-
ing’. It seems that the second block of
four cottages, immediately north of
the first, was unfinished and aban-
doned by the Quarry Co when the
works ended. (They are still listed as
‘Building’ in 1881 and so they were
obviously left unfinished by the
Heavens, to be finally demolished for
use in the building of St Helenas
Church in 1896.

Outside Quarter Wall Nos
1,2,3,4,5. (Uninhabited). This must
be AFL Block which shows the foun-
dations of five cottages and is sited
between the Quarter Wall and the
Hospital.

Hospital (Uninhabited).

Bel View Villas 123. (Officers
block). Uninhabited.

On census day 1871 there were 14
ships anchored in the Bay only one of
which was steam driven. The crews
totalled 93 men and although most
were British one was from ‘Memel,
Prussia’ and another from ‘Brindisi,
Austria’.

By 1881 so much had changed;
Only 4 Heavens and 4 servants in the
Villa; only one castle cottage
occupied by Christopher Ward, wife
and two children; Church House or
Big House is the name given to the
South wing (known as the Managers
House in 1871 now housed the
Blackmores and other Agricultural
folk; The Farm house held more farm
workers; and the Farm Cottages
(Barton Cotts) had been redivided
into five of which only two were
occupied.

Bel View Villas had become Sea
View Cottages the middle one of
which was uninhabited. Three light-
keepers and their families were at
Beacon Hill, and two families of
Trinity Gunners were at the Fog Sig-
nal Station (Battery).

The Quarter Wall Cottages South
Row 1, 2, 3, 4 were unoccupied the
four near them Nos 5,6,7,8 were still
‘building’, the North row 1, 2, 3, 4, 5
were unoccupied as was the
Hospital.

All other Quarry Company evi-
dence had gone.

A. F. LANGHAM 1986

You are invited to contribute
articles or letters to future issues
of the Lundy Island Chronicle.
Please write to the Editor:
Mrs. Wendy Puddy,

Lundy Island via Bideford,

N. Devon EX34 8LA
Tel: Woolacombe 870870
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