





























BERE and
TRERE

ST S et . R

{Above) As a result of years of erosion it became
necessary to restore the eastern end of Marisco Castle.
During the autumn scaffolding was erected both in-
side and out, and work commenced stabilising the in-
terior of the Keep. Messrs. Ken Murray and “Robbie”
Robinson are seen securing the planking.

(Above) Trinity House helicopter re-
lief at the North Light. This photo-
graph taken in June last shows a Light-
house Keeper awaiting the descent of
supplies.

The Editor remembers his surprise on
coming across a cricket bat and wickets
on this unlikely terrain—obviously the
practice pitch for Keepers partici-
pating in the annual cricket match!
He also recalls the productive vege-
table garden cultivated by the Keepers
on the southern slopes of Gannet’s
Combe.

(Left) M. H. E. Morris, of Portsmouth,
sent this idyllic picture of the Beach

Road taken on a summer day about

12 years ago. The vessel lying off the
Landing Beach is the P.S. Cardiff
Queen, who, together with her sister
ship the Bristol Queen was a frequent
visitor to Lundy during the years

1949 to 1966.
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(Left) Without the aid of four cheerful volunteers it
would have been impossible to get out subscribers’ copies
of issue No. 13 by return of post in September last. All
were students from Atlantic College, St. Donats, S. Wales:
L. tor.: Kuo Pei Lee (Singapore), Penny Aitken (Jamaica),
Ruth Edwards (England), and Anne Schulze Rabbecke
(W. Germany).

(Extreme left) In many of our issues we have been privi-
leged to include the excellent photography of Mr. Derek
Sach of Newport, Gwent., and we are now happy to
return the compliment by publishing a photograph of
Mr. Sach inspecting the Keep of Marisco Castle. Visitors
to the Island Exhibition held in the Church will
remember Derek’s fine array of Lundy photographs,
which have been much admired during the season.

(Below left) Mr. Jim Webster rings “Time” for the last
time—in spite of interference by Mr. Peter Edwards! This
concluded a farewell gathering in the Tavern prior to his
leaving to take up the Stewardship of the North Devon
Yacht Club, Instow.

(Right) Jim inspects new binoculars—a gift from island
friends—watched by Mr. Chris Way, Mr. and Mrs. John
Dyke, Mrs. Penny Ogilvie, Mrs. Chrys Davey, Mr. “Dave”
Davey, Mrs. Gwenda Morrow, and Mr. Nick Morrow.

George Wheeler

John Dyke
{Above) Conversation piece in the Tea Garden. Enjoying a few moments’ relaxation, (1. to r.) Miss Eileen
Heaven, great-niece of the Rev. Hudson Grossett Heaven, one-time owner of Lundy and founder of the
Church; Miss Edna Spratley, Staff Cook; Mr. F. W. Gade; Miss Marsh (Anastasia, to her Lundy friends);
and Mrs. Chrys Davey, manageress of the Tea Garden.
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Polar Bear sailing postponed. Strong W. wind
during the evening with heavy rain. Lorraine D
(Newport) arrived at 1830 hrs. 70-002 anchored
unobserved.

28th: Grey sky. Wind S.W. 2-3. Bay calm.
Polar Bear arrived at 1100 hrs. Mr. and Mrs.
Grainger and Miss Angela Harris on board.
Wind veered W., increasing to gale 8. Torrential
rain for most of day. Polar Bear left at 1500 hrs.
Work on the building store site foundations at
the rear of the hotel abandoned for the day,
owing to weather conditions. Lorraine D. sailed
unobserved. 3 vessels at anchor at 2300 his.
Wind veered N.N.W.

29th: Bright sunny, after stormy night. 70-002,
Lincoin Ellsworth,and Aak Winsemius atanchor.
N. wind abated, but Bay remaining inhospitable
for sheltering craft—~much improved by mid-day.
T.H.V. Strathclyde II arrived in the Bay, an-
choring briefly at 1230 hrs. Clouding over at
1330 hrs., light W. airs. 70-002 departed for
Clovelly Roads at 1415 hrs. Ank Winsemius
sailed at 1700 hrs., on a W. course. Virtually
calm later in the day. Tibbetts surveyed for
kitchen improvements by Mr. Keith Blaxhall.

30th: Dull and overcast—calm-light rain. Lin
coln Ellsworth departed at 0815 hrs., on a E.
course. Polar Bear arrived at 1230 hrs. Misty—
thickening in the afternoon. N. wind becomlpg
N.E. to E. 4-5. Good visibility. Sheep tupping
ceased today.

DECEMBER

1st: Very cold night—E. gale—continuous sleet
from 0430 hrs., until dawn. Temperature rose
with sunshine, but still cold. Mainland covered
in snow. Large breakers in the Bay. T.H. heli-
copter relief N. and S. Lights. A fine, clear night
—wind E., but abated.

2nd: Clear and fine. Wind moderated S.E. 2-3.
Freezing during night and early morning. Church
Service at 1130 hrs.(9). Remainder of day calm
and mild. Quiet, moontlit night.

3rd:  Very dull at first, becoming brighter.
Wind N.W. 3—4. Chimneys at Mr. Grainger’s
residence converted for solid fuel burning.
Continuing mild. 70-002 anchored after dark-
ness, remaining overnight.

4th: Dull, N. W. wind. Belgian trawlers, Sur-
veyor, and Wielamena towing Nautilus, arrived
at 1015 hrs., and anchored. Eminence anchored
at 1330 hrs. 70-002 departed unobserved.
Gannet arrived at 1500 hrs., sailing again at 1725
hrs. All trawlers resumed by 1700 hrs., after
fresh fish had been kindly supplied to islanders.
Mr. Mick Rogers returned, having recovered
from his rib injury. A quiet, dry night.

Sth: Fine, dry morning—light cloud. Collier,
Crescence, arrived during darkness to join her
sister ship, both sailing by 1400 hrs. Calm, mild
day. Signal cottages illuminated by electric
lighting for the first time, to the great benefit
of the occupants. Cattle treated for liverfluke.

6th: A very beautiful dawn—salmon-pink clouds
againstan azure ground eastwards over the Devon
coast.Building staff moved to Pig’s Paradise, but
continuing to use Barton Cottages for cooking
breakfasts, and storing equipment. Rain after
darkness.

7th: Wind S.S.W. 6—7. Grey, becoming sunny
for a short period—wind approaching gale force.
Surveyor at anchor. Frisco, cargo vessel in
ballast, anchored at 1105 hrs. Polar Bear sailing
cancelled. Juhel anchored at 1350 hrs. Blowing
a full gale; forecast westerly 7-9, veering N.W.
T.H.V. Winston Churchill anchored at 1445 hrs.
Heavy rain during evening, easing off at about
2130hrs. Six vessels visible sheltering, including
the lifeboat.

8th: A stormy night, Wind veered N. All shel-
tering vessels forced to leave anchorage. 70-002
last to leave at 0830 hrs., re-anchoring in the
Rattles. A fine, bright morning. No Polar Bear
sailing. Ostend trawler perceived passing along
the E. Side and drifting S., with apparent
engine trouble. Wind abated in the evening—
brilliant moonlight. 70-002 returned to an-
chorage in the Bay.

9th: Light S.E. airs—beautifully bright and

sunny. T.H.V. Winston Churchill anchored at
0800 hrs. Sea calmer on the E. Side. Icing on
puddles in the early morning. S. Light hoist out
of action. Polar Bear arrived at 2000 hrs., with
Mr. Nick Dymond on board. 70-002 sailed un-
observed.

10th: Wind S.S.W. 6—7. Venus, Zepaard, and
Atlas at anchor. Polar Bear busy unloading a
full cargo, including 15 tons of steel girders for
the new building store at the rear of the old
hotel,and dressed granite sills and lintels for the
old barn and round-house. S.W. wind veering W.
to gale 8 after darkness. Polar Bear left at 1615
hrs., with Mrs. Mary Edwards and Miss Edna
Spratley on board. All vessels resumed by
evening. Heavy rain during the night.

11th: A fine, sunny morning. W. wind abated.
Polar Bear arrived at 1000 hrs., with 2 men to
erect the steel girders on the new building store
site. 2 members of Devon County Police arrived
for the day. Wind W., occasional rain showers.
Polar Bear departed at 1515 hrs., with Messrs.
Mick Rogers and Nick Dymond on board.

12th: Wind W., a bright but cloudy morning.
Work commenced on connecting hot water
system at Signal Cottages. Strong S.W. 5-6
developed during afternoon, accompanied by
squally showers; veering W. gale 8. Milford
Haven trawler, Bryher, arrived in the Bay at
1500 hrs. Vessels sought shelter after darkness.

13th:  W. winds to gale 8. Dark, menacing
clouds surrounding the island—only slight
showers. 6 vessels at anchor at daybreak—one
cargo vessel departing on a W. course before.
identification—Johanca, Mariann; Belgian traw-
lers Normauwl and Sonny Boy; British trawler
Bryher joined by Willing Boys (both departing
at 1420 hrs.). Mariner arrived at 1510 hrs. Strong
ﬁir\gls persisted throughout the day, becoming

14th:  All vessels resumed, with exception of
Mariann and 70-002, leaving later in the day.
Polar Bear arrived at 1300 hrs. Wind N.W. 4-5
becoming a full gale. Arriving today: Mrs. Mary
Edwards, Mr. Jimmy Hinshelwood, and day
passengers, Mrs. Mary Squire and Mr. Tony
Willby and son. Gale continued to rage, giving
the Polar Bear an uncomfortable anchorage.
Capt. Payne kept the vessel in the Bay overnight,
riding out the storm, it being impossible to take
on board the day visitors. A dry night with a
magnificent moon.

15th:  Wind subsided considerably, having
veered round to the S.W. Polar Bear departed at
0730 hrs., with Mr. and Mrs. Davey, Mr. Nick
Morrow, and Mr. Chris Kennedy, in addition to
yesterday’s stranded visitors. S.W. wind increased
during the morning. Relaying of water pipes
between reservoir, Signals and Hanmers, under-
taken today.

16th: Grey, overcast morning—heavy rain at
0900 hrs. Similarity anchored at 0915 hrs., de-
parting unobserved. T.H.V. Winston Churchill
arrived to land stores at S. Light. Church Service
at 1130 hrs.(8). The day remained fine but cold.
Superbly colourful sunset with exceptional
visibility after darkness, when 4 vessels were at
anchor, including 70-002—the latter sailing
unobserved.

17th: Bright, sunny morning—all vessels having
resumed. T.H.V. Winston Churchill left at 0815
hrs., ona N. course. Water puddles frozen during
night—cold N.W. wind 3—4 during the day

18th: Bright and sunny again, with S.S.W. wind
3-4. Belgian trawler, Christopher, at anchor,
supplying islanders with welcome fresh fish.
Polar Bear arrived at 1530 hrs., with Christmas
fare, including 3 Christmas trees. Cargo also in-
cluded much needed paraffin. Mrs. Diana Keast,
and Mr. Theo Rowe came to stay. Polar Bear
left at 2000 hrs., with Mr. lan Grainger, Mrs.
Mary Edwards, Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Brown
(leaving permanently), Mr. Robbie Robinson,
Mr. and Mrs. John Hinshelwood, Mr. Jimmy
Hinshelwood, Mr. Stirling Melhuish, and Miss
Janet Sutton (leaving permanently), also the
2 steel erectors from Exeter. Wind became S.E.
in the late evening—rain.

19th: Wet, miserable day —continuous rain until
late evening, but resuming again during night.

Bean Goose observed in the Lighthouse Field
by Mr. John Ogilvie.

20th: Heavy rain ceasing at 0830 hrs. Calm—
clouds dispersed during morning, becoming
sunny, but clouding over in the afternoon. Con-
tinuing calm—rain during the night, following a
dry period

21st:  Superb mild morning—calm and sunny,
like a summer’s day. Clouding over at 1300 hrs.
Light N.W. wind. Mist patches mid-afternoon.
Heavy rain during evening; afterwards good
visibility.

22nd: Polar Bear arrived at 0750 hrs., after a
reasonable crossing, with Mrs. Polson, Mr. Ian
Grainger, Jonathan, Alison, and Tom Grainger,
Miss Jilly Dyke, and Mr. Reg Lo-Vel. Polar Bear
departed at noon with Miss Angela Harris, Mr.
Bob Jory, Mr. Peter Edwards and cat, “Smugger”.
Themorning wasnotable for spectacular offshore
rain storms pouring out of dark clouds giving
a smudged effect to the sky and horizon. The
new meter-mark system for postal franking
arrived today. Two Belgian trawlers sought
shelter from the S.W. gale in the afternoon.
Wind abated after darkness—4 vessels at anchor,
Newly installed electric lighting at Signal
Cottages failed at 2230 hrs.

23rd: A bright, sunny day. Wind S., later
becoming S.E. Eminence at anchor in the
morning-—all vessels resuming by 1330 hrs., the
sea having calmed. Church Service at 1130 his.
(9) taken by Mrs. J. Dyke; Mr. Grainger being
indisposed. Dry, starlit night.

24th: A pleasant day. Wind SSE. Bay fairly
rough during the earlier part of the day. Ladies
formed a foraging party to gather decorative
material for the Church and Tavern. Carol
Service at 1645 hrs., with 17 present, including
Mrs. Diana Keast. Lessons read by Mrs. C. Blax-
hall, Miss Alison Grainger, Mr. Theo Rowe and
Mrs. J. Dyke. Afterwards the congregation
assembled outside Mr. Gade’s house and sang
Christmas carols. Expressing his delight, Mr.
Gade said it was the first time such an occasion
had taken place since Mr. and Mrs. Stanley
Smiéh sang carols outside Milicombe House in
1956.

CHRISTMAS DAY: A simply glorious day
throughout—mild and calm, with continuous
sunshine. Editor picked edible mushrooms, and
observed sea-pinks still in bloom. It was
positively warm at Benjamin’s Chair at 1130 hrs.
Mr. Gade exchanged the customary seasonal
greetings with Hartland Coastguards and friends
over the R.T. at 0900 hrs. Church Service at
1130 hrs.(13). A very enjoyable get-together
and cold buffet was organised by Mr. and Mrs.
John Stockwell in the Tavern at 1300 his., with
additional dishes provided by the island ladies.
Mr. James Webster dispensed the wine—a gift
from absent islanders. Present were: Mr. and
Mrs. K. Blaxhall, Mr. and Mrs. J. Dyke, Miss
Jilly Dyke, Mr. F. W. Gade, Mr. and Mrs. Ian
Grainger, Jonathan, Alison and Tom Grainger,
Mrs. Diana Keast, Mr. and Mrs. John Ogilvie
and daughters, Kate and Liz., Mrs. Polson, Mr.
and Mrs. John Stockwell, Mr. James Webster,
Mr. Reg Lo-Vel and one member of the Trinity
House staff, North Light. Weather continuing
mild and calm, with a fine night.

BOXING DAY: Grey and overcast—continuing
mild with SE airs. Cleave Progress arrived at
1145 hrs., with Mr. and Mrs. Roy Glover aboard,
and Mr. John Baker. Another gathering in the
Tavern at 1230 hrs., with guests from the Cleave
Progress joining in the buffet. The intrepid
mariners departed from the Bay at 1430 hrs.
Visibility deteriorating on the island. Wind W.2-3
S.Light siren commenced at 1830 hrs., for an
hour, resuming at 2330 hrs. N.Light siren also
audible.

27th: Fog siren ceased at 0115 hrs. Grey, over-
cast day, with occasional fog patches on island.
A final gathering in the Tavern at 1230 hrs.,
to consume the left-overs of the festive board.
Wind W. to NW. 4-5.

28th: Dull and overcast at first—calm sea.
Helicopter relief at 0930 hrs., S. Light. Sun
emerged just as the Cleave Progress arrived at
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Bear sailed at 1445 hrs., with additional pass-
engers: Mrs. Joan Dyke, Mrs. Diana Keast, Mr.
Jim Webster, and Miss Alison and Master Tom
Grainger. Sea much abated after recent storms.
Heavy rain at 1635 hrs. Moderate S.W. wind. Fine
and brilliantly moonlit night.

10th: Wet, dull, S. gale 8 gusting to 9. Tremen-
dous seas off the S.E. end of the island. Heavy
mist descended and S. Light fog siren commenced
at 1035 hrs., ceasing at 1220 hrs. Strong S.
winds persisting; clouds dispersed, giving way to
sunshine in afternoon. Heavy thunderstorms
with vivid lightning, and S.S.W. winds storm 10
struck the island at 2225 hrs., lasting about 25
minutes. Old Light lantern struck by lightning.

11th: Another particularly ferocious storm hit
the island at about 0345 hrs., accompanied by
hail and heavy rain. Winds up to 11-12. No

sailing of Polar Bear. S.W. gale 8, gusting to 9 at
dawn. Windows covered with salt spray. Bright,
sunny morning—mild. Enormous breakers on
Stanley Bank. Esso Dover at anchor in Road-
stead, departing at 1415 hrs. Pandora anchored
at 1100 hrs. Durward, Eulk liquid gas carrier
(Singapore) anchored at 1115 hrs., and Grove-
rort at 1155 hrs. Sunny afternoon, winds de-
creasing. Pandora sailed after darkness, by which
time all other vessels had resumed. Weather
pattern repeated itself, with a S.S.E. wind

steadily working itself up into a fury.

12th: Further violent storms from S.S.E. up to
force 11—the worst occurring at 0500 hrs. One

vessel, Warstade in ballast, at anchor 1045 hrs.
S. gale 8—-heavy squall at 1055 hrs. Off-shore
rocks at back of Rat Island pounded by enor-
mous seas and frequently obscured by towering
breakers. Gale demolished the field gate separ-
ating Aclands Moor from South West Field.
Weather moderated. Kamina anchored at noon.
Dull and overcast in the afternoon—S.W. 2-3,
increasing after darkness.

13th: Stormy, with heavy showers including
hail. Warstade, Blackthorn(with a deck cargo of

motor cars), Birling (1771 tons), and Kamina at
anchor (the latter sailing at 1705 hrs.). Crescence
anchored at 1100 hrs. Church Service at 1130
hrs.(11). $trong winds persisting, but becoming

sunnier. Busko Zdroj (Gdynia), Polish cargo

vessel of 1974 tons, anchored at 1550 hrs.
Crescence sailed on the evening tide.

14th: Dull and overcast all day. Wind W.S.W.
6—8. Damp, with thick drizzle. Six cargo vessels
and two trawlers at anchor at noon, the latter
sailing at 1400 hrs. Xileno (Bilbao—Spain), an-
chored unobserved, sailing during darkness.

Strong winds and mist prevailed throughout the
day-mild.

15th: S. Lightsiren in action during night. Duli,
damp morning. Strong S.W. winds 68, abating
by 0900 hrs. Visibility improved, rain ceased—
brighter. Busko Zdroj sailed at 0845 hrs., and
other vessels resumed, excepting Warstade (1,543
tons), and Blackthorn. Ballydoran (Belfast),
1,092 tons arrived unobserved and sailed at 1400
hrs. Torrential rain and gale force winds from
S.W., at 1210 hrs., gradually abating and be-
coming S. 2—3 at 2300 hrs. All vessels resumed
excepting one trawler. Telephone wires broken
in several places on the island.

16th: Very strong S.W. winds up to force 9 per;
sisting. Proposed overnight sailing of Polar Bear
cancelled. One merchant vessel and one trawler
sheltering. Coudekercke anchored at 0745 hrs.
Heavy squalls, becoming brighter at 0830 hrs.,
with occasional sunshine. Winds increasing—
violent storm struck the island during late mor-
ning—wind estimated to be gusting to hurricane
force 12, blowing away pipe connectionbetween
water tank and Signal Cottages. External walls
of S.E. corner of cottages also damaged. White
door separating Tavern from Marisco Cottage
blown down. 9 vessels at anchor by mid-day:
trawlers .T371 Bryher, Mariner, Rubens, Venus,
Christopher, Atlas, Kamina, Surveyor, and
Coudekercke. Mr. Gade stated that today’s
storm was among the fiercest he had experienced
in 47 years. Shipping forecast at 1355 hrs., gave
Lundy storm veering N.W. force 11. This
occurred at 1420 hrs., accompanied by torren-

tial rain. Hartland Coastgiards asked Lundy to.

look out for a Dutch coaster, Abenir, at 1600
hrs. ‘Mayday’ message via Ilfracombe radio re-
ported the French trawler, Keriolet (Loiret)
badly damaged and hoping to make for Milford
Haven, but later sought shelter in Lundy Road-
stead. G.P.O. cable ship, Iris (1,449 tons)
standing by. The cable ship provided pumps to
get 6 feet of water out of the trawler’s hold—the
result of a stoved-in hatch and damaged mid-
ships. Keriolet continuing to make water—there
was a possibility of the crew having to abandon
her. Vessels at anchor included container-ship,
Kerry (Dublin), Anneke B., Bent Barsoe (499
tons), Balsalt (Hamburg), 1,399 tons, Warstade,
Nereus (Hamburg) 424 tons, Markab (500 tons)
and Pergo (383 tons).

17th: Dull and overcast—wind abated, but in-
creased again S.W. 6—8 by mid-morning. 14
vessels at anchor, including Iris, whose pumps
had successfully averted the abandonment of the
Keriolet. At 1450 hrs., Iris took the trawler in
tow with the intention of taking her to Swansea,
bu't heavy seas necessitated their return to the
Roadstead. Polar Bear, having arrived earlier in
very rough conditions, departed at 2245 hrs.,
with Mr. Nick Dymond and Mr. Ivor Hopkins
(both leaving permanently), Mr. Ian Grainger
and son, Tom, and Mr. Peter Edwards. 15 vessels
at anchor at 2300 hrs., including 70-001 with
Keriolet alongside. Wind W.S.W. 6—8. Clear
visibility.

18th: 14 vessels at anchor 0800 hrs. Pergo and
Nereus proceeded at 0900 hrs. Iris departed at
1000 hrs., together with 70-001, towing

Keriolet to Iifracombe for immediate repairs.
Chivenor helicopter landed at 1245 hrs., to con-
vey Mr. John Stockwell (with a heart condition)
to North Devon Infirmary, Barnstaple. Sea be-
coming much calmer. All vessels resumed by
1600 hrs. Crescence anchored at 1705 hrs. Refer-
ence on LT.V. children’s programme “Magpie”
to the Lundy pony of the same name. Mr. John
Smith (Chairman of the Landmark Trust) inter-
viewed on L. T.V. News programme.

19th: Grey and overcast all day; mild. Cres-
cence sailed unobserved. Lincoln Elisworth at
anchor, joined by Booker Tausman at 1130 hrs.
Wind S.W. 4--5.

20th: Dry, but cloudy. Wind S.S.E. 3-4.
Church Service(7) conducted by Miss Angela
Harris and Mr. Bob Jory. Booker Tausman
sailed at 1630 hrs., on W. course. Quiet night
with good visibility.

21st: Continuing dry. Light wind from S.E.
2—3increasingafter darkness and becomingmore
E. Lincoln Ellsworth sailed at noon. 5 ridge-tiles
restored to Stoneycroft roof, after recent gales.

22nd: Fine at first and brightening, becoming
damp with patches of fog on top of island. Wind
S.E. 3—4—mild. Beach conditions poor. Gannet
sailing cancelled. Wind veered S.W., and in-
creased, with heavy drizzle. Two trawlers at
anchor 1400 hrs., Sally McCabe and Deelux,
(both built in 1930) fishing out of Swansea and
Milford Haven respectively. Roofing slates from
hotel being removed for re-use on the Old Light
outhouse, formerly the Lundy Field Society
Ringing Room. Future forecast S.W. 6—8.

23rd: Predicted S.W. gale reached Lundy at
1030 hrs., Georgina Wilson, Willing Boys, and
Bryher at anchor at first light, in company with
yesterday’s trawlers—merchantvessel, Sine Boye,
also sheltering. Heavy, squaily showers—be-
coming colder—much bri]ghter in afternoon. Mr.
Ian Grainger and Mrs. Joan Dyke arrived un-
heralded on the 70-001 from Ilfracombe at
2100 hrs., after a rough voyage and a hazardous
landing in the surf and darkness on the beach.

24th:  Sine Boye sailed unobserved. Wind
abated 4-5. Fine, sunny morning-mild. New
ferryboat, Grima (Lerwick) for use in the Shet-
lands, arrived for sea trials. Wind W. 2—3 in the
afternoon. Grima and 70-001 departed unob-
served. Rain after darkness, becoming starlit
later.

25th:  Bright, sunny morning—swift moving
clouds. T.H. helicopter relief S. Light at 0800
hrs. Polar Bear arrived at 1050 hrs., after a

lumpy crossing, with the two steel erectors to
complete the new building store, and 8 R.A.0O.C.
personnel from the British Army in Germany
(on a survival course) camping. Polar Bear de-
parted at 1530 hrs., with Mrs. Chrys Davey, Mrs.
Jean Stockwell and Miss Edna Spratley on
board. Strong W.S.W. wind 4-5; occasional
sunshine. S.S.E. gale raged during the night.

26th: Gale continued. Very heavy showers in
morning. Wind veered S.W. at noon, abating
slightly, and becoming sunny at 1520 hrs., in-
creasing again after darkness, and gusting to

gale 8.

27th: Strong S.S.E. winds moderating during
the morning, and becoming sunny. Small vessel
in the Bay, GV8193, Regis-Eric—possibly a
French Crabber-—sailing again unobserved. Winds
gradually increased by nightfall to become very
stormy, S. 9—10. Northern facing wall of Coast-
guard ruins collapsed at about 2000 hrs., con-
siderably reducing the protection for S. end of
Signal Cottages close to Mr. and Mrs. Peter Ed-
wards’ door. Signal cold water supply ceased.

28th: Another stormy night—S. gusting to force
10. Lundy sheltering: Hebe II, Teutonia (con-
tainer vessel), Ingeborg II, followed by Geor-
gina Wilson (0920 hrs.), Carnoustie (1000 hrs.),
Lanrick, Leith (1055 hrs.). Regis-Eric returned
at 1115 hrs., and Rose Diviore (1..194080) a
new French trawler, arrived at 1120 h1s. A fine,
sunny morning—wind S.S.W. 6—8. Esso Fawley
(11,046 tons) anchored at 1525 hrs. Wind
abated, becoming S.S.W. 3-4 at nightfall
Occasional heavy showers.

29th: A fine, sunny morning. Wind S.S.W. 4—5,
but increasing. All vessels departed by 0910 hrs.,
during a lull, with the exception of Esso Fawley
(departing 1100 hrs.), and Hebe II (departed
early afternoon), Ingeborg II reappeared at
1100 hrs., and anchored near Halfway Wall.
Rose Diviore re-anchored at 1215 hrs. Polar Bear
arrived at 1220 hrs., after a turbulent crossing,
with Miss Cynthia Cousins to stay at Old
Light, and day visitors: Mrs. Mary Squire, Mrs.
Ross, Mrs. June Bendall, and Miss Pamela Ben-
dall. Brandon (Newport, Mon.), 586 tons, an-
chored at mid-day, departing in heavy seas on a
W. course at 1530 hrs. Polar Bear sailed at
1710 hrs.,, with additional passengers, Mrs.
Catherine Blaxhall, Mr. Robbie Robinson, and
Mr. Chris Kennedy (the latter leaving perman-

ently). Very rough after darkness—engine
mounting of coble damaged.
30th:  Another night of ferocious gales—

moderating 7—8 by daylight. Ashen-grey sky—
damp. Signal roof leaking. Ingeborg II sailed un-
observed. Rose Diviore departed at about 1800
hrs. Wind much subdued in the evening. Rain
belt cleared—starlit night.

31st:  Fine, sunny morning. S.W. wind fresh-
ening. Tyne cruised down the E. coast at 1050
hrs., on a S.W. course. Wind steadily increased
to S. gale 8—9 after darkness

FEBRUARY

Ist: Gale continued throughout the night,
backing from S.W. to S.E., rain. Chivenor heli-
copter landed at 1130 hrs., to convey a visitor,
Mr. Graham Wetherall, to North Devon In-
firmary, Barnstaple. Polar Bear anchored at
1430 hrs.,, with Mrs. Chrys Davey, Mrs. C.
Blaxhall and Mr. Robbie Robinson on board.
Very rough outward passage. Miss Bridget
Wright and Mr. Tom Dulake were day visitors.
One coaster at anchor, 1600 hrs. Bright periods
—strong S.W. winds blowing with renewed
vigour after darkness. Polar Bear sailed at 2100
hrs., in heavy seas and a following wind. Miss
Edna Spratley, Mr. Bob Jory, Mr. James Web-
ster, and Army personnel were additional pass-
engers. A fierce S. gale after darkness, with rain
coming through Signal roof. Gale veered W.at
2315 hrs. Three vessels sheltering.

2nd: Sunny intervals after another stormy
night. W. gale. At anchor: Carnoustie, and
Owenbawn (Dubiin) 1,438 tons. Vlienors
Malling (London) 1,596 tons, arrived at 1115
hrs., and Reginald Kearon (Arklow, Eire) 464
tons, anchored at 1215 hrs. Wind decreased
duririg the afternoon, becoming virtually calm

page 17






% TH

172 YEARS AGO
29th November, 1802: (Western Flying Post,
and Sherborne and Yeovil Mercury).

The Island of Lundy, situated in the Bristol

Channel, consisting of 2500 acres of land, was
sold on the 17th inst., by Messrs. Shurmer and
Dyke for 5270L to Sir Harry Vere Hunt, Bt.
(Correct acreage is 1,100).
170 YEARS AGO. (Western Flying Post, and
Sherborne and Yeovil Mercury) July 2nd, 1804:
Iifracombe. Arrived a most beautiful lugger,
Fanny, of Fowey, captured in a calm with 400
ankers of spirits on board, off the Isle of Lundy
a few days since by the Nimrod Cutter, 14
guns, Lieut. O’Neil. She had run 600 tubs on
shore at Lundy previous to capture.

76 YEARS AGO.

December 1st, 1898 (North Devon Journal).
Earl of Jersey. Tug wrecked off Lundy—crew
landed at Ilfracombe: Whilst the Cardiff tug,
Earl of Jersey was cruising off Lundy Island
on Monday morning, she struck a sunken rock
and sank almost immediately. The crew of six
just managed to jump into their boat and rowed
to the Cardiff tug Royal Briton, which was
about a mile away.

Captain William Albert said that himself and
crew all belonged to Cardiff. They left that
place on Saturday night for a cruise down the
Bristol Channel on the lookout for up Channel
vessels. All went well until about nine o’clock
on Monday morning. There was a strong N.E.
wind blowing, with a rough sea. The Earl of
Jersey, of which he was captain, and which
belonged to a Cardiff firm, was off Lundy
Island when all at once she struck a sunken
rock. The water rushed into the fore com-
partments, and the hands had just time to run
on deck and jump into their boat when the tug
heeled over and went down, the crew losing all
their belongings. Noticing a tug about a mile
away (which proved to be the Royal Briton of
Cardiff) they rowed to her and were taken on
board, being subsequently brought on to Iifra-
combe where the disaster was reported to the
Custom House authorities. The crew being
thoroughly done up, were then taken charge
of by the Shipwrecked Mariners’ Society, and
taken to St. James boarding house. They were
provided with new clothes, and having partaken
of a substantial meal, the men were only too
glad to retire to rest.

75 YEARS AGO

January 19th, 1899 (North Devon Journal.)
Great Gale — Wreckage of property in Town and
Country—Tremendous Seas—Vessel lost off
Lundy.

The British Schooner Boadicea—Dungarvan for
Plymouth with oats-has foundered near Lundy.
Two of the crew were picked up by a French
steamer and landed at Havre. There being no
news of the other four hands, it is feared they
must have perished.

The Disaster off Lundy:

The London and South Western steamer Alma,
from Havre, arrived at Southampton on Tues-
day morning and landed Thomas Slattery, mate,
and James Montague, seaman, of the Boadicea
of Bridgwater. The crew of four had con-
structed a raft, but two, John Kirby and John
Kennedy, both belonging to Dungarvan, were
washed off and drowned. The survivors on the
raft spent three hours with terrific seas break-
ing over them, and were picked up by the
steamer Crosshill, which landed them at Havre
on Monday night. Mr. B. A. Farrow, R.N.R.,
supplied the men with all necessities and sent
them to their homes at Dungarvan.

HIS MA

The Mission to Seamen—The terrible gales and
fog of the past winter seriously affected the
lives of sailors and fishermen, and, naturally,
tinge the Report of the last year’s work which
the Missions for Seamen presented to the Annual
Meeting held in St. James’ Hall, London, on
Wednesday, April 26th, which was presided
over by Sir T. Foxwell Buxton, Bart., G.C.,
M.G., lately Governor of South Australia.

Sixty-seven steam and sailing Mission-vessels
and other boats are employed all the year round
in the visitation of shipping and fishing vessels,
as many as 11,700 Services and Bible readings
being held on board with the crews. A new
steamer Mission-vessel of 70 tons was added
last year for the service of various roadsteads,
lightships and islets, including Lundy Island,
in the Bristol Channel. Though this exposed
work afloat is most needed in stormy weather,
but one life has been lost in this hazardous
duty during the last forty-three years.

April 11th, 1899 (Bideford Gazette)

Great Gale—The western coasts were swept by a
sudden violent gale last week. Wind blew with
hurricane force, and it is feared that, in addition
to the melancholy wrecks of which we know,
several ships in the Bristol Channel and off
Lands End must have foundered . . . . ..

The crew of the Spitfire of Ramsgate were
landed at Appledore—four men and a boy-by
Mr. Dark’s trawler Gannet of Instow. The
captain states that the Spitfire left Milford for
fishing on Friday. During the morning she
became dismasted owing to the gale and tremen-
dous heavy seas, the decks being swept of every-
thing. They managed to drop the anchor and
during the night shipped a heavy sea which
washed overboard an apprentice about 18 years
old, who was drowned, the others being unable
to throw him aline. A passing German steamer
outward bound bore down on them, but was
unable to launch a boat owing to the tremen-
dous seas. Ropes were thrown on board which
they fastened around their bodies and jumped
into the sea, and were dragged through the
water. The boy was sent first, the others follow-
ing. The steamer falling in with Gannet on
Saturday, returning from Lundy, transferred the
men to her, then proceeding on her voyage.
The men were brought to Appledore, and were
very worn out and exhausted. They received
every attention, and warm clothing and food
from Mr. T. H. Kelly, Honorary Agent of the
Fishermen’s Society. The men speak in the
highest praise of the Captain of the German
steamer of the able manner in which he came
to them in such a rough sea.

Supposed Foundering off Lundy Island— A Path-
etic Incident.

Captain T. Plumridge of the Brixham Trawler
Vivid, landed at Ilfracombe on Saturday and
reported that on Friday, about 11 a.m., when
15 miles ENE of Lundy Island, he saw a Nor-
wegian pram, about 200 yards distant. Three
men in her were without hats and coats, and
one appeared to be praying. The poor fellows
were screaming for help and looked quite worn
out. In trying to heave round the Vivid, the jib
gave way, and she would not stay. Captain
Plumridge immediately set another jib and reach-
ed away to the SE to get to the pram. Not
succeeding, owing to the heavy seas and strong
wind, he put the Vivid’s head to the NW. The
small boat with the distressed sailors disappear-
ed from view all at once in the trough of the
sea. The captain of the trawler ordered his men
in the rigging and remained for three hours
searching, to the great danger of his craft and
crew, as the seas were breaking clean over them.

ADE NEWS ¢

They saw another trawler, her gaff gone and

her crew also in the rigging. This proved to be
the Ramsgate, Flora Isabella. Captain Plumridge
asked if they had seen a boat with three men,
but owing to the terrific storm they could only
reply to him by pointing to the leeward.
Further search was made, but to no purpose.

The board and gangway of the Ramsgate
trawler were carried away, as was also her
bulwarks on the starboard bow. She did not
require any assistance, and on Saturday morn-
ing was safe in Lundy Roadstead. The Captain
of the Vivid reported that on Thursday and
Friday in the Atlantic a hurricane blew from
the WNW. There were 12 or 14 steamers
anchored off Lundy on Saturday, and the
Brixham trawler Carrie. The Carrie had small

portions of her bulwarks washed away. The
Vivid arrived in Ilfracombe nothing the worse

for her rough experience. Captain Plumridge
thought he saw two masts, as of a ship which was

foundering, when looking for the poor men in
the pram.

April 29th, 1899 (Iifracombe Chronicle).
Collision—The smack Fish Girl of Brixham,
arrived at Milford Dock on Friday morning and
reported that at three a.m. she collided with the
smack Escort of Brixham, 18 miles east of
Lundy Island. A huge hole was cut in the
Escort’s side and she sank almost immedi-
ately. J. Parnell, mate, and Frederick Haycock,
boy, were drowned, but the remainder of the
crew, after a struggle, boarded the Fish Girl
and proceeded to Milford.

A Vessel Founders—The sailing vessel Bernard
Burton of Bridgwater for Cardiff with wheat,
foundered last week about thirty miles south-
ward of Lundy Island. A fishing smack picked
up the captain and crew of four men and on
Saturday evening landed them at Tenby.

June 27th, 1899 (Bideford Gazette).

If Mr. George Taylor and Mr. Manley Tucker
can arrange the proposed excursion to Lundy.
they ought to secure a large company. Some
years since, steamer excursions from Bideford
were arranged every summer. The steamers en-
gaged were rather much of the tug-boat order,
though safe and roomy enough, and it did not
attract enough passengers to make the venture
remunerative. If the projected trip to Lundy is
carried out, a regular Bristol Channel excursion
steamer will be engaged.

I daresay people have wondered now and
again why the excursion steamers out of Bide-
ford do not put in an occasional off-day at
Bideford. The fact is, the owners of these big
boats funk Bideford Bay. It is alright and safe
and pleasant as long as the weather holds good,
but a lumpy sea will rise on the Bar within a few
hours, and generally the Steamship Companies
do not care to risk detention of a steamer in
Appledore Pool one day, or possibly three, in
the height of the excursion season..

If things were thoroughly organised, there
would be a future for Lundy as a health re-
sort. Its situation is remote from stuffy towns,
yet there is constant cable communication with
the mainland, and a fairly regular steamer ser-
vice in the summer. The rock scenery is mag-
nificent, and there are miles of open, breezy
tramping ground for the vigorous, whilst those
who prefer to laze away a holiday will find
every invitation to indulgence within the shadow
of some great rock. Words fail one in an attempt
to describe the beauties of Lundy, and I must
pull up, or there will be an impression that this
is a puff more or less direct, which, by-the-by,
it emphatically is not.
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In winter | would rather live on the mainland
—the incessant roar of breaking waves, the how-
ling of the westerly gales, the driving rain, and
general air of desolation, must become a trifle
harrowing for such a small community. Yet they
tell me that there are frequent interludes in the
monotony, when ships lie under the headlands
sheltering, or pilots and tug-boat men put in for
provisions, and I daresay, for men with work to
do, a cosy fireside seems more cosy after hard
buffeting with the weather. Every ill has its
compensations.

July 4th, 1899 (Bideford Gazette).

Salvage Service in the Bristol Channel: In the
Admiralty Court on Tuesday, before Mr. Justice
Bucknill, with Trinity Masters; the owners,
masters and crews of the steam tugs Lady
Lewis, Eagle, and Clarissa, sued for salvage re-
muneration for services rendered in May last to
the London steel screw steamer, Kaisow, be-
longing to the China Mutual Steam Navigation
Company. The Kaisow, from Glasgow to Lon-
don, via Newport, to Eastern parts with coal
and general cargo, ran ashore during foggy
weather on Lundy Istand. The Lady Lewis,
which had anchored in the vicinity owing to fog
whilst proceeding to Falmouth to tow an Italian
ship from Falmouth to Newport, went to her
assistance, followed by the Eagle and Clarissa.
The tug got the Kaisow into deep water, and
she proceeded to Barry, where the Eagle and
Clarissa assisted her to dock. The total value of
the ship’s cargo and freight salved was about
£140,000. His Lordship awarded £5,100—.
£1,800 to the Lady Lewis, and £1,650 to each
of the others.

July 11th, 1899 (Bideford Gazette).

Appledore: On Friday night, the crew, three in
number, of the ketch, Star, of St. Agnes, lost off
Lundy last week, were landed here from Mr.
Dark’s trawler and were sent to their respective
homes on Saturday morning by Mr. T. H. Kelly
(Honorary agent of the Shipwrecked Fisher-
men’s Society at Appledore).

July 18th, 1899:

A Bristol gentleman has taken the Old Light-
house at Lundy for a summer residence, says the
Western Morning News . ... ..

50 YEARS AGO
April 8th, 1924 (Bideford Gazette).

A very successful Whist Drive and Dance was
held at the Manor Hotel on Tuesday 25th: a
large number attending. Mr. Sleep, Chief Officer,
Lioyds Signal Station, carried out the duties of
M.C. in his usual bright and cheery manner. The
prizes were presented by Miss Sage—the ‘booby’
prizes causing the recipients much amusement.
The prizewinners were: Ladies: 1, Mrs. Barter,
2, Mrs. Heywood, 3, Miss Alford, ‘booby’ Mrs.
Worth—gentlemen: 1, Miss C. Parminter, 2, Mr.
Smith, 3, Mr. J. Parminter, ‘booby’ Mr. Worth.
In a few well chosen words Mr. Sleep thanked
Miss Sage on behalf of all present for her kind-
ness in providing such a pleasant evening. Mr.
Hayward seconded. Three cheers having been
given for Miss Sage and Mr. Sleep, dancing was
indulged in at the Assembly Rooms up to mid-
night, whereafter, everyone thoroughly enjoying
themselves, the evening concluded with “God
Save the King” and the singing of “He’s a jolly
good fellow” (in reference to, and good wishes
to, Mr. Sleep—it being the occasion of his birth-
day).

April 22nd, 1924

The funeral of Miss Lucy Constance Heaven,
who died in a London Nursing Home on the
10th inst., took place on Wednesday. Deceased
was the elder daughter of the late Mr. De Bonniot
Spencer Heaven, of Coombe Cot, Abbotsham,
and formerly of Jamaica.
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May 6th, 1924 (Bideford Gazette).

The weather was ideal at Lundy for the Easter
holidays. A few visitors have arrived, and bathing
and boating have begun. Capt. Honey, with two
men, has arrived for the lobster fishing and
already good results have been obtained. A yacht
arrived from Weston and stayed two days
—the visitors landed, and were charmed
with the scenery. On Easter Monday night
a fancy dress ball was held at the Assembly
Rooms in honour of Mr. Sleep (Junior’s)
marriage—this was celebrated in Y orkshire. Tele-
grams of congratulations were sent by Mr., Mrs.,
and Miss F. Sleep (parents and sister of the
bridegroom), and also the best wishes of the
whole island were accorded them. About 30
attended the ball, and the costumes were very
pretty. Mr. Javosky as the “Mad Mullah” was
awarded the first prize for gentlemen, and Mrs.
Ottley as a Pierrot, the first prize for ladies.
Miss Rene Smith gave a most artistic dance, “A
Scotch Reel”, which did her great credit and
she was greatly applauded. Mr. Barter gave the
Sailor’s Hornpipe, this, also, being greatly
appreciated. At the conclusion a hearty vote of
thanks was accorded Miss Sage for her kindness
in providing refreshments, and also to the
visitors who so kindly helped to make the is-
landers’ evening a success.

May 13th, 1924:
Rural Dean at Lundy Island—Interesting Visit:

On Friday, the Rev. Gerald Payne Cook, R.D.,
accompanied by the Rev. Hugh C.A.S. Muller,
(Vicar of Appledore) visited Lundy, and were
received by Mr. Allday, the Postmaster and Lay
Reader, who was supported by the principal and
staff of the Lighthouses, and Mr. Sleep, R.N,,
the chief officer in charge of the Coastguard
establishment,;Mr. Honey and others. Miss Sage,
Churchwarden, provided an excellent lunch, and
after visiting the scene of the wreck of H.M.S.
Montagu, the party, who were accompanied by
Mr. Mclntyre and Mrs. Payne Cook (mother of
the Rural Dean), called at the homes of the
Coastguards and others, inviting them all to a
five o’clock Evensong at St. Helena’s Church.

A delightful Service was held, well supported
by the different branches that compose the
community on Lundy, Rev. G. Payne Cook taking
the prayers. After Rev. H. Muller and Mr. Allday
had read the lessons, the Rural Dean expressed
his pleasure at observing what a beautiful
Church they had, how scrupulously clean it was
and how pleased he was with his first visit to
the island. He hoped his bell ringers would
come over and give them a hearty peal. Mr.
Allday, CaptainHoney (Port Isaac), Mrs. and Miss
Smith, and one of the farming staff returned in
M.V. Lerina with the Clergy to the mainland.

Mr. Allday is attending, by special invitation,
the Bishop’s visitation to be held at Bideford.
Captain Honey is to take charge of a yacht at
Southampton, whilst Mrs. Smith and daughter
were proceeding to Weston-super-Mare for a
holiday.

Curiously enough, the Rev. Payne Cook, who
visited the island as Rural Dean of Hartland, was
accompanied by his churchwarden, Mr. Abbot,
who is the chief engineer of the Lerina, and also
by Mr. McIntyre, deputy churchwarden. Another
curious incident was the visit of the Vicar of
Appledore. It was exactly 23 years ago since he
landed on the beach on that occasion in company
with Rev. Gurney Goldsmith (now in Australia);
he was received by Mr. Allday, and he and Mrs.
Allday are the only two left on the island who
were present on that occasion. He found amongst
the Coastguards and Lighthouse-keepers many
mutual reminders of their active career in the
Royal Navy, and was soon at home talking
about “‘old ships”, as Lord Charles Beresford
used to say. The reverend gentlemen were much

touched with the warmth of reception offered
them when visiting the island and the cour-
teous attention of Captain Dark and staff in
M.V. Lerina. Fortunately for all parties it was a
fine weather trip.

July 1st, 1924.

Lundy Island: As the present Rector of Lundy,
Rev. Lane, has resigned the rectorship of Lundy
and his resignation has taken effect from June
30th, 1924, the Bishop of Exeter has requested
the Vicar of Appledore to take charge until
arrangements can be satisfactorily made. The
Vicar of Appledore has already thrice visited
the istand and taken services, which have been
well supported, and, at his request, Rev. G.
Molesworth, who is shortly joining the staff at
Sherborne Abbey Church, proceeded in rather
rough weather to the island last Saturday and
held Holy Communion and Morning Service on
Sunday morning in St. Helena’s Church. He
returned to the mainland in the afternoon and
preached in the evening at St. Mary’s, Appledore,
where he presided at the organ ten years ago
previous to joining the 6th Devons during the
war.

July 8th, 1924.

On Friday, Mr. Peto visited the island and
spoke to the islanders. The Vicar of Appledore
held an afternoon service, which was well
attended, and Mr. Peto read the lessons. Mr.
May, who escorted Mr. Peto, showed the latter
various places of interest on the island, and he
lunched with several others at the Manor House
where Miss Sage, as usual, made excellent
arrangements.

Politics on Lundy: Mr. Basil Peto, on Friday,
addressed the first Conservative meeting ever
held on Lundy Island, the most distant portion
of the Barnstaple division, which is reached by
a 20 mile journey from Instow. Mr.P. H. May,
lessee of the island, who presided, introduced
Mr. Peto and spoke of the privilege it was to
have him with them. He was sure Lundy was
solid for the party Mr. Peto represented. Mr.
Peto, who had a cordial reception, gave an in-
terestingand instructiveaddress and the audience
comprised every elector on the island.

It is an interesting fact that the recent pre-
sentation to Mr. Peto from his supporters in
N.W. Devon was subscribed to by every in-
habitant of Lundy.

July 15th, 1924 (Bideford Gazette).

Message from the Sea—Bottle thrown from a
Bideford Schooner off Lundy:

The following message, written on a slip of
paper and enclosed in an empty sauce bottle,
was washed ashore at Criccieth, Cardigan Bay,
on Saturday:

“Schooner Ython of Bideford—To finder of

this bottle, we wish the best of ltick. Thrown

overboard 10 miles North-West by West of

Lundy Island, May 27th, 1924, at 1-25 a.m.

All well. Bound East. Kind regards from Master

and crew.”

From the position where the bottle was
thrown overboard, the distance to Criccieth,
North Wales, is about 150 miles. In all prob-
ability the bottle was washed along the coast of
Cardigan Bay after clearing Pembroke.

July 15th, 1924.

Super-Lifeboats at Bideford—a sudden call for
service—Dash over the Bar—A race to Lundy:
Several thousand people lined the Quay and
river banks at Bideford on Sunday afternoon,
when the New Brighton lifeboat, William and
Kate Johnston; the Watson type Portrush life-
boat, and the Appledore Tyler-engined self-right-
ing lifeboat, came up from Appledore and Instow
with a flotilla of sailing pleasure boats. . . .

The public were given the opportunity of



examining at close quarters three of the latest
types of British lifeboats. Whilst crowded with
sight-seers, a call was received for service at

sea, and the public marched off the William and
Kate, and she and her companion craft proceed-
ed speedily down river and over the Bar. There
was a rough sea running, and the boats made a
grand sight as they dashed on their errand

across the Bay. When the William and Kate
reached the vessel in distress, a mile off Lundy,
she was found to be the Greek S:S. Atlantis,
light, which had broken down with engine
trouble. She was by that time in tow of the S.S.
Trentwood of South Shields, which had answer-
ed her calls, and when the steamer had been
safely got into Lundy Roads, the lifeboats
proceeded to Clovelly, which they reached

about 8.55 in the evening.

July 22nd, 1924 (Bideford Gazette).

Service at Lundy Lighthouse: On September
12th, 1901, nearly 23 years ago, the vicar of
Appledore, at that time a Lay Reader at Apple-
dore assisted Rev. Gurney Goldsmith to hold
a short Service at South Lundy Island Light-

house, and on July 18th, 1924, the Vicar again
held prayers in the Lighthouse, which was ap-
preciated by the Keepers. It was rather a unique
incident and the Visitors’ Book showed the
following names at the 1901 Service: Rev.
Coombes (at that time Missions to Seamen
Chaplain in the Bristol Channel), Rev. W. H.
Brind, who has just vacated the Curacy at
Appledore, Mr. Goldsmith (now Captain Mal-
colm Goldsmith, R.N., of Heligoland fame),
Rev. Gurney Goldsmith (at that time Vicar of
Appledore, now of Melbourne), and the present
Vicar—“Tempus Fugit”. Miss Eileen Heaven of
Bristol, a close relative of the late Rev. H. G.
Heaven, is visiting the island, staying at the
Manor House.

25 YEARS AGO
May 13th, 1949. (Bideford Gazette)

‘King’ Landed at Bideford: The well known
M.V. Lerina, passenger and store vessel, and
Lundy Island’s only link with the mainland, had
a novel cargo when she returned from the island
at the end of last week. The cargo was sixteen
ponies, including the stallion acknowledged to
be the ‘King’ of the island ponies. The ponies,
all bred on Lundy, proved difficult to catch in
their semi-wild state and did not show the least
inclination to leave the island when they were
driven down to the sea and towed out to the
waiting Lerina anchored off-shore. They were
hoisted on board one by one by means of a
derrick, this procedure occupying Wednesday
afternoon and Thursday morning. The Lerina
sailed on Thursday evening, reaching Bideford
late that night—the ponies had an uncomfort-
able passage in a rough sea. They were unloaded
by means of slings suspended from Bideford’s
new crane on Friday morning and transported
to Barnstaple to be sold. Their unloading was
watched by quite a crowd, but they took good
care to stand clear of those kicking hooves as
the ponies were hoisted and lowered.

June 24th, 1949. (Bidcford Gazette)

Lundy Memorial to John Pennington Harman,
V.C. Friends gather at his favourite boyhood
spot.

Of all the stirring scenes which the island of
Lundy, in its long and chequered career has
witnessed, nothing could have been more im-
pressive than the ceremony which took place
on Monday afternoon when a memorial was
unveiled commemorating John Pennington
Harman, who was posthumously awarded the
V.C. for his outstanding bravery at Kohima in
1944.

Lance-Corporal Harman, who was 29 when he
lost his life in this gallant action in some of the

bitterest fighting of the Burma campaign, was
the elder son of Mr. Martin Coles Harman,
owner of Lundy.

This was no ordinary setting for such an occa-
sion. On Monday, the fifth anniversary of the
publication of the citation announcing the V.C.
in the London Gazette, a large party of personal
friends of Mr. Harman and his family travelled
to Lundy and assembled in “V.C. Quarry”, the
name given by Mr. Harman, the owner of the
island, to the spot which his son made his play-
ground. No more fitting spot than this could
be found. In a deep, wide cleft in the granite
on the East Side of the island from which thou-
sands of tons of granite have, in the past, been
excavated, stands a sloping massof rock on which
has been erected a slab of blue Oxfordshire slate
four feet long and three feet three inches wide,
whereon, with incised floral pattern,appears the
following inscription: )

“Greater love hath no man than this, that a man
lay down his life for his friends.”

To the memory of John Pennington Harman,
aged 29, son of Martin Coles Harman and Amy
Ruth Harman, who died of wounds in Burma
on Easter Sunday, the ninth of April, 1944.
For his bravery he was awarded the VICTORIA
CROSS.

This tablet is erected by his brother and his
sisters, Albion Pennington Harman, Ruth Penn-
ington Harman Jones, Diana Pennington Keast.

“At the going down of the sun and in the morn-
ing we will remember them.”

Members of the family at the ceremony were:
John Harman’s father, Mr. Martin Coles Harman;
his brother, Mr. Albion Harman, his two
sisters, Mrs. Ruth Pennington Harman Jones and
Mrs. Diana Pennington Keast; his two nephews,
John Harman, aged two, who was named after
him, and Martin Harman Jones, aged five. Mr.
F. W. Gade, resident agent on the island, Mrs.
Gade, and others resident on the island, includ-
ing Trinity House lighthouse keepers, were
among those at the ceremony.

The hymn “O God our help in ages past” was
sung, after which the memorial was unveiled
and dedicated by the Rev. H. C. A. S. Muller,
Vicar of Appledore and priest in charge of
Lundy. After prayers, Mr. Muller gave an address
based on the text “The earth is the Lord’s”
from the 24th Psalm. In it he recalled John
Harman’s love of Lundy and interest in its
natural history, his quiet, consistent courage
and the inspiration his life was to others. Mr.
Muller also reminded the gathering that on Eas-
ter Sunday, 1944, when John Harman died, his
father was reading the lesson at Appledore
Parish Church.

The singing of the hymn “Fight the good
fight”, followed the address. The “Last Post”
and, after the Act of Remembrance, the
“Reveille” were sounded by Mr. Arthur Boyles
of Appledore, late of the Royal Air Force. The
singing of a verse of the National Anthem and
the Benediction closed the religious service.

Those who were privileged to take part in
this ceremony can never forget its unique
character. In this open-air cathedral with tow-
ering masses of granite on three sides, the sounds
of the simple but impressive ceremony, especially
of the “Last Post”, must linger in the mind.
The peacefulness and beauty of the spot are un-
equalled. Nor did the words which fell from
those privileged to speak on this occasion fail
to evoke fine emotions. The Rev. H. C. A. S.
Muller spoke of the gallantry of him to whom
the memorial was erected. Lt. Col. H. J. Laverty,
who commanded the 4th Battalion of the
Queen’s Own Royal West Kent Regiment at
Kohima, said that he was proud to be the
commanding officer of Corporal Harman, a fine
fighter and a man of excellent qualities. Major

C. H. Keenlyside also represented Corporal
Harman’s Regiment. Lt. Col. Jenkins, represent-
ing Lt.-General Sir John Harding, G.O.C. South-
ern Command, expressed his deep sympathy
felt for Mr. Harman and his family in the loss of
one so dear to them. Rear-Admiral H. G. C.
Franklin recalled that during the war the
Service he represented had great affection for
Lundy, of which it was often said that if
nothing was happening elsewhere something
would be sure to be happening around Lundy.
This, added Rear Admiral Franklin, was more
than an ordinary occasion. It was an unique one.
The island was unique, and the island’s family
had rendered an unique service.

Mr. Harman spoke appreciatively of all those
who had helped to make that day memorable:
the Rev. H. C. A. S. Muller, whose energy and
attention to many necessary details had pro-
duced so satisfactory a result; Col. Laverty,
whose attendance was a signal honour. Others
who attended to do honour to the occasion
included Warrant Officer Breden, Quarter-
Master of the Battalion at Kohima; ex Sergt.
Tacon, who was Corporal Harman’s Platoon
Sergeant; Rear-Admiral Franklin; Commander
Rudyerd Helpman of the Coastguard Service;
Capt. Woolnough, representing the Elder Bre-
thren of Trinity House; Lt. Col. Jenkins; and
Mr. and Mrs. F. W. Gade, who had worked so
hard for the comfort of the large gathering
attending the ceremony on the island. Mr.
Harman paid special tribute to the “Lundy
Armada”—the boats which had been placed at
his disposal by Mr. W. Blackmore, Mr. H.
Trickey and others for the transfer ashore of
visitors.

Here, said Mr. Harman, in the quarry which
had been the playground of his son while on the
island, stood granite masses which he had been
assured were between 1,500,000,000 and 1,750,
000,000 years old, and might be expected to
show the same aspect 20,000 years hence.
Lundy, he added, quoting from an old record,
was in February 1647 “held for the King”.
It was still held for the King, for there was no
more loyal community, a loyalty direct and
personal to the King. And so, in this idyllic
spot there stands the memorial to Lance-
Corporal John Pennington Harman, V.C., whose
last resting place is at far off Kohima. It was
characteristic of him that his rank in the army
should be what it was and that his culminating
deed should be what it was, a simple unaffected
gentleman whose memory is preserved in the
hearts of his relatives and friends in the
memorial lovingly placed in a spot which he
knew and loved so well, far from the crowd,
accessible to those who treasured his memory.

(This contribution was followed by a triple
column picture of the ceremony by R. L.
Knight).

July 1st, 1949. (Bideford Gazette).

After ten Years: Visit of the Glen Gower to
Lundy on Monday of last week bringing a large
party of John Harman’s friends to the unveiling
of his memorial in “V. C. Quarry”, marked the re-
commencement, after a gap of ten years, of
the landing of passengers on the island from the
steamers of Messrs. P. and A. Campbell. Among
the large number of persons who landed that day
were several paying their first visit, one being a
visitor from New Zealand. From the many who
had not been to Lundy for some years, mainly
due to the war, the occasion was in the nature
of a re-union; “Old Lundyites™ greeting each
other with much enthusiasm. One of the party
first visited the island in 1877, and another, a
former Coastguard officer, was stationed on
Lundy exactly fifty years ago.

[continued on page 23
page 21
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