











ON ROWING
ROUND
THE ISLAND

An Edwardian recollection
By Eileen Heaven

Have you ever thought of rowing round the island
in a 12 ft. punt, with one pair of oars, and three
or four companions? It is an adventure which
can only be undertaken very occasionally, with all
the necessary conditions available.

First, the weather must be (if possible) sunny—
at any rate, dry—very little wind, and a calm sea;
in fact, a perfect summer day with the right tide,
the lowest spring of the series. This is not a com-
bination of circumstances encountered very
often! Even then, you must find the boat, and an
energetic crew of four or five.

1 have been able to do the trip twice—a fas-
cinating experience. We trooped down to the
beach in time to start off at dead low water
(roughly 1 p.m. ‘sun time’) and made for Surf
Point and the South Race. Passing close to
Mouse Island, and along the reef, we prepared to
round the Point, turning sharply and rowing as
hard as we could to cut the tide race, which
would have swept us off the island. Having
accomplished this, we made for Seal's Cave,
which we entered some little way. We could hear
the seals further in, but, what is more important,
they heard us, and we retreated hastily at the
sound of one (or more) adults coming to
investigate.

Our next adventure was the Black Rock Race,
almost as swift as Surf Point. In a rowing boat
you must keep landward of the rock, but close to
it in order to cut thecurrent-another few minutes
hard rowing, and after that there is a pleasurable
paddle up the West Coast shore, passing Pilots’
Quay (then, of course, available for landing},
under Battery Point Buttress and round the gully
to the north. Then on to Jenny’s Cove, probably
passing the island fishermen, George Thomas
and his sons or brothers, hauling their lobster
pots. Here, a stop for a picnic, watching the birds
and occasional seal (there were not so many at
that time), and the water running into the gullies
inside the Pyramid. There could be no long stop
as the North Race had to be negotiated at the
right time, between half flood and high tide.
However, a quick look at several caves and inlets
is possible, passing close to St. James’ Stone and
the giant (or Devil’s) Slide, then round the Point
to the west of the North Light Point. Here pre-
patations began for rounding the lighthouse and
cutting the tide race—fresh oarsmen rowing
strongly— once we went close round outside the
Point. on the other occasion we went under into
the cave from the West, watched the fresh water
of Virgin's Well bubbling up through the salt,
and came out on the East Side. After passing
Seal Rock, we turned south into a large shoal of
mackerel, making so much noise it was like a
heavy rainstorm. Of course, lines were put out,
but the fish were so thick and feeding we hardly
got the spinner out before there was one on the
line. So, past Gannet Rock and Gannet’s Combe,
looking up at the Mousehole and Trap and
Slipper Rock, then BrazenWard,Gull Rock and
Knoll Pins, to the beach, arriving there with
getting on for 200 fish.

We reached shore about 7 p.m., tired, but
happy, and walked up to Millcombe for a very
welcome supper.

PERSONAL VIEW

GETTING TO KNOW
LUNDY

By MERVYNJIOY

The Saluté, built in 1885 at Pickett’s yard, South.

WE are a family with a strong West country
sailing background. My grandmother’s father
and father-in-law were both sea captains with
their own trading schooners. Gloucester (the Port
of Gloucester, as the sign says on the roadside of
the A38 as one enters the city) was their home
town, and I think of them sailing into the little
‘Pills’ of the Severn and Channel coast: places like
Lydney— St. Pierre Pill — Porlock Weir — Lyn-
mouth — that we, as a sailing family with two
children, know so well as we spend our summer
weekends cruising around the Bristol Channel in
our 6 ton gaff cutter,Saluté. Those old sea captains
must have sheltered many times in Lundy Roads
on passage from Ireland around the 1850’s.

We sail from Portishead, and recently, when at
sea, I found my family talking as to why we have
an affection for Lundy.

It started in 1936 (or was it '35) when, as a
Sea-Scout in the 99th Cabot Sea-Scouts (Bristol)
we had a week’s camp on Lundy. Modern
outward bound schemes had nothing on us,
although we did not realise it at the time! We left
our headquarters in Bristol and caught the train
about ten o’clock in the evening to Barnstaple; a
few hours sleep on the station, and then a lorry
came to take our gear to Instow where the Lerina,
under the command of Capt. Fred Dark, awaited
our advance party. The gear was loaded into the
boat; the boys embarked: the engine was heated
with large blow-lamps and we got under way.

Seasickness soon set in after we crossed the Bar
—we had now been without sleep for 24 hours—
some hardened Sea-Scouts were really ill and lay
on the deck. What with the smell of the engines
and the Atlantic swell we were soon all feeling
groggy. Capt. Dark knew how to harden us
into sailors and made us wash the decks and
slides of the vessel clean when we anchored off the
beach. The gear was ferried ashore, loaded into
the trek cart, pushed across the beach and up the
cliff path. We were pushing the wheels around
a spoke at a time on the steeper parts of the path.
We pitched camp, as I remember it, on the other
side of the wall to the new reservoir—by now it
was afternoon and we were dog-tired—we would
have laughed if anybody had said ‘character
building’, but in that way I was introduced to
Lundy.

Y
O

ampton.

I remember the fruit machines in the Marisco
Tavern well before they were legal on the
mainland. I still have a Lundy puffin coin, but I
have lost the half-puffin which I bought. My
mother still has a card I sent home and a picture
of the island, on which I had written: *“We pushed
the trek cart up here.”” We caught mackerel from
the Lerina’s dinghy—we had some of our tents
blown down in a gale from the west—I don’t
know about the others, but I was caught in the
magic of Lundy.

The war years came and went, and as soon as
possible afterwards, my wife and I took a trip from
Hotwells in Bristol on a Campbell steamer to
Lundy. This was to be our last trip on the
‘Paddlers’, but it served to introduce my wife,
Jean, to the island I had described to her so many
times. It is the air she likes most and the utter
silence which reigns there—now the two of us
were caught in the magic of Lundy.

Eight years were to pass before we arrived
again, and this time it was with our two children.
We were on holiday in our own sailing boat, the
Salute, and, whilst at Ilfracombe, the weather was
good so we sailed to Lundy and anchored in the
beautifully clear water off the Landing Beach.
What a pleasure it was to introduce my children
to Lundy! We slept on board that night in the
Landing Bay, and left the next day for Tenby. We
were very proud to have taken the boat to the
island and all our friends received postcards on
which was written, “Saluté was here”. We even
sent one home to ourselves, to be kept as a
souvenir of the visit.

The next summer the weather did not allow us
to make passage to Lundy. 1971, however, saw us
there again in our own boat, and, yet again, on the
Clevedon Pier Restoration Fund trip from
Weston.

Now we have all come to have an attachment,
for the island. We look forward to the I.L.N., and
my daughter props her bedroom door open with a
huge pebble of granite which she smuggled home
from Lundy under her bunk on board Saluté. In
return, it has been our great pleasure to present a
burgee of the Portishead Cruising Club to hang in
the Marisco Tavern. May it be the first of many
burgees from other sailing clubs whose members
fove to visit Lundy.
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THIS MADE

100 YEARS AGO
October 25th, 1873: (“Ilfracombe Chronicle’”)

A Supposed Disabled Barque off Lundy: On
Thursday, a vessel was observed about seven miles
northeast of Morte while the gale was blowing,
apparently in a disabled condition. Two skiffs im-
mediately left Ilfracombe for the purpose of
rendering assistance. Their help was, however,
not required further than putting a pilot (George
Davis) on board. The vessel turned out to be a
Spanish barque, bound from Greenock to Bar-
celona, and was anchored off Lundy when the
skiffs reached her. The pilot being put on board
she proceeded on her voyage. The fear that she
was disabled was quite without foundation. In the
evening rockets were observed to be fired off at
sea, apparently indicating a vessel, or vessels, in
distress.

November 1st, 1873

A lighthouse at Hartland Point: A boon for
which all mariners navigating the Bristol Channel
will be sincerely grateful, is about to be conferred
on the southern coast in the shape of a lighthouse
on Hartland Point. The lanterns are being placed
in the tower, and it is expected that in less than
three months the lighthouse will be in operation.
Appliances for saving life will be provided and
communication with the lifeboat station at
Clovelly will be ultimately established by means of
a telegraph wire.

November 1st, 1873 (advertisement)

75 YEARS AGO

Iifracombe Chronicle), July 23rd, 1898  (advertisement)

POCKETT’S

Bristol Channel
Steam Packet
Company Ltd.

MARINE EXCURSIONS
From Ilfracombe

(weather and circumstances permitting)
by the

Magnificent sea-going saloon
Passenger Steamship
(Classed Al at Lloyds)

“ BRIGHTON ”

Monday, July 25th, at 10.15 am., to
CLOVELLY and LUNDY ISLAND. Leav-
ing Lundy at 2.45 p.m. and Clovelly at 4
p.m.

Wednesday, July 27th, at 11 a.m., to
CLOVELLY and LUNDY ISLAND. Leav-
ing Lundy at 4 p.m., and Clovelly at 5.15
p.m. Steamer leaves for Swansea 7.30 p.m.

Fares: to Clovelly, Lundy etc. Return:
Saloon 3s. 6d. Fore Cabin: 2s. 6d. Single
to either place: 3s.

Tickets at the office on the Pier— Refresh-
ments on board.

All further information, and season tickets
for the S.S. Brighton, may be obtained of
the Agent, J. W. Smyth, 1 Quayfield Road,
Ilfracombe, or at the Offices on the Quay
and Pier.

WG W~

TRINITY HOUSE SERVICE
LUNDY ISLAND

jegeiotetofototete]

Tenders are invited from Parties desirous
of contracting to supply CRAFT HIRE to
attend upon the Lighthouse and Fog Gun
Stations at Lundy Island, by fortnightly
trips during the year, namely, on the First
and Fifteenth days of each month, weather
permitting.

Tenders, stating particulars as to des-
cription and size of craft proposed to be
used, number of crew, port sailing from,
and annual sum required for the work, to
be forwarded by post to the Secretary,
Trinity House, London EC, on or before
the 10th day of November, 1873.

Charges for extra trips to the island, and
trips with ammunition to the Fog Gun
Station, to be quoted separately in the
Tender.

By Order
H. Evans

Superintendent

Trinity Wharf, Neyland, S. Wales
October 28th, 1873
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September 24th, 1898 (“lifracombe Chronicle’’)

Opening of new Bells in Lundy Island: On
Wednesday, the music of a peal of Church bells
was heard for the first time on the lonely island of
Lundy at the entrance to the Bristol Channel. It
will be remembered that some year or two ago the
owner of the island, the Rev. Mr. Heaven, built a
pretty little Church, which was dedicated to St.
Helena. Since then, a full peal of eight bells has
been added and, at the invitation of the donor, the
ringers of Ilfracombe Parish Church, who are
members of the Devonshire Guild, were invited
down to ring the first peal. A special trip was
made by Messrs. P. & A. Campbell’s steamer
Lady Margaret, and about 400 passengers from
Minehead, Lynton and Ilfracombe availed them-
selves of the opportunity of visiting the island.
The weather was delightful. The ringers and
members of the Guild included the Rev. Preben-
dary Martin (Vicar of Ilfracombe), the Rev. Hugh
Pigott (Vicar of Simonsbath, Exmoor), Messrs. G.
Bowen, R. Dadds, A. Dadds, F. Reed, W.
Slocombe, W. Carnell, J. German, R. Slocombe,
W. Vickery and P. Gibbs. Upon arrival, the party
were entertained at luncheon by Mr. Heaven,
after which an adjournment was made to the
belfry. Here several peals were rung, including
touches of Grandsire Triples. The striking was
very good. The peal is a good one. The tenor
weights 15 cwt. The Rev. Mr. Heaven was much
pleased with the result and cordially thanked the
ringers for their visit. Some capital photographs
were taken of the Church and ringers by Mr.
Gratten Phillipse of Ilfracombe (one of these
appears on page 7 of LLL.N. No. 9).

50 YEARS AGO

September 4th, 1923 (“Hartland Chronicle’”)

The Bishop of Crediton (Dr. Trefusis) spent the
weekend on Lundy, journeying to the island on
Friday, July 27th, in the Royal Mail Motor Yacht
Lerina. On Sunday, his Lordship celebrated Holy
Communion at 8.30, and officiated at Mattins at
noon, this service having been postponed from 11
a.m. in order to give passengers on the Lerina—
which ran from Barnstaple — an opportunity to
attend. After the service, the Bishop unveiled a
plain white tablet bearing the following
inscription:

“In loving memory of Hudson Grosett
Heaven, Priest, Lord of the Manor of Lundy, who
died in 1916, having accomplished the dream of
his life by erecting this Church to the glory of
God.”

Several members of the Heaven family attended
the service. The Bishop, in an impressive address,
sketched the history of the Church since the
foundation stone was laid in 1885, and paid a
touching tribute to the life and work of the Rev.
H. G. Heaven. After Evensong, the Bishop con-
ducted a Confirmation Service, there being two
candidates—a youth and a girl, both residents on
the island. The hymns were most heartily sung,
including “Fight the good fight”, with which the
impressive service closed. Several Barumites who
were staying on the island attended the services.
Six ringers came over from Shirwell and rang
changes on the Church bells during the afternoon.

The first wireless concert heard at Lundy was
enjoyed by a number of listeners at the end of
July, thanks to the kindness of two demonstrators
who were visiting the island. American stations
were quite distinct.

Through stress of weather, some of our visitors
had to stay on Lundy Thursday night, the 23rd.
Usually the complaint has been that not so much
time as promised was allowed on the island.

The Daily News of Wednesday, 29th August,
has a short article on “What struck me most in N.
Devon” by J. Hugh Jones. He says: “Devon is
superior to the claims of her songs — The
hazards of the 20 miles sea trip to Lundy Island
suggests something that should attract the cross
Channel swimmers.”

October 16th, 1923

The Christian Herald for September 6th has a
photo by F. Lumbers of our Rector preparing his
evening meal at his tent door.

November 17th, 1923

(An extract from the “North Devon Journal” of
October 30th)

The well known cutter, Gannet, chaperoned by
the Lerina, hér successor in connection with the
mail service to Lundy, once again made her curtsy
to Bideford Bar, over which she passed on Satur-
day, September 1st,en route to her new home in S.
Wales. Viewed stern on, her lines are not
dissimilar to those of a lifeboat, and when seas
ran high in the Channel she behaved like one. It is
probable she will be refitted by her new owner.

25 YEARS AGO
July 9th, 1948 (“Ilfracombe Chronicle”)

Sea Limits for ’‘Combe Boatmen—despite Mr.
Fairchild’s protests.

A recommendation made by the Highways
Lighting and Licensing Committee that limits
from Ilfracombe to Combe Martin and Lee,
keeping within three miles of the shore, should be
imposed for pleasure boats, was adopted by Ilfra-
combe Urban District Council at their monthly
meeting on Tuesday evening. Moving the deletion
of this recommendation, Mr. R. Fairchild pointed
out that the Committee had been influenced by
the decision of the Board of Trade to impose
similar limits on boats capable of carrying more
























launches, Devonia and Ravenswood, today). Calm,
starlit night.

27th: Polar Bear anchored at 0400 hrs., with
Mrs. Ina Hinshelwood on board. Foggy at first—
S. Light siren commencing at 0710 hrs. and
ceasing at 1100 hrs., whereafter it became beauti-
fully sunny all day. Polar Bear departed at 1010
hrs., with Mr. Ivor Hopkins on board. Cooling
E. wind throughout the day and at nightfall.

28th: A very pleasant, sunny day. Gannet arrived
at 0800 hrs., with cottage letting visitors, includ-
ing Mr. and Mrs. Whitaker (Little St. John's), Mr.
Jones’ party of 5 (Tibbetts) and Mr. Cole (Mill-
combe). Mr. Bob Jory arrived for the day. A
privately owned DUKW arrived at 1045 hrs., with
a senior ex Naval officer at the helm. Mr. and
Mrs. John Duncanson and family left on the
departing Gannet, together with Miss Viveash
and party, Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd and family and
Miss Gibson. Balmoral arrived from Swansea on
special charter by the National Trust. The 345
assengers included Lt.-Col. and Mrs. Jennings
Hon. Organiser) and Mr. Claude Page (Regional
P.R.O.). E. wind had considerably abated on
arrival and beach landings were accomplished
without difficulty—a cool E. breeze persisted on
top of the island. The island exhibition presented
in the Church was well patronised. Towards the
end of the afternoon, the wind increased and the
last two launches had to contend with a
developing swell when putting the final visitors
aboard. Balmeral departed at 1630 hrs., proceed-
ing around Rat Island and along the West coast
for the benefit of passengers.
29th: A superb day, even better than the
previous one. Slight E. breeze, becoming calm in
the afternoon. Sunny and wonderfully clear. The
DUKW left at 1025 hrs., rounding Rat Island on
a W. course. A small blue-hulled fishing vessel,
St. Beatus, arrived at 1045 hrs., staying for a short
while, during which time the crew visited the
Tavern and obtained stores. Balmoral arrived at
1320 hrs., in perfect conditions with 463 passen-
gers, also a B.B.C. Wales T.V. crew. Island ex-
hibition well attended, and then, at 1530 hrs.,
rapidly dismantled to allow the special National
Trust Service to be held. The congregation of
approximately 100 was led by a splendid Welsh
choir. The hymns were sung bi-lingually, with
Welsh vigour predominating. The Service was
conducted by Mr. 1. Grainger: Lt.-Col. Jennings
read the lesson; and Mr. David Mansell-Lewis
(Lord Lieutenant of Carmarthenshire) was the
organist. The Balmoral sailed at 1700 hrs., on a
course along the W. side concluding a most
successful weekend, attended by superb weather.
The exhibitions and Service benefitted the Lundy
Church funds to the sum of £40.78p. The clarity
of the outlined coast on the E. side suggested a
change in the weather.
30th: Dull, foggy and raining at 0830 hrs.,
becoming heavier—much needed moisture! Rain
ceased in the afternoon, giving way to sunshine.
Lovely evening sky with a multiplicity of fleecy
clouds, tinged by the setting sun. Wind cyclonic,
variable, 4-5 during the day. Lundy featured in a
Welsh language News programme on B.B.C. T.V.
at 1905 hrs. ‘Lundy Julia’ gave birth to her first
foal—a dun colt, named ‘‘Dunnock™ (born at
lunch-time in the pouring rain).
MAY

1st: Cloudy, with sunny intervals. Wind W. 2-3.
Becoming very sunny and warm. Gannet did not
sail. Balmoral arrived at 1330 hrs., visitors to stay
including Mrs. Kay Harman and Mrs. Cherry
Richardson, Mr. Hills (Chief Agent of National
Trust) and Mrs. Hills. Other guests for Mill-
combe: Mr. and Mrs. Fisher and Mrs. Dight and
companion.. Mrs. Gwenda Morrow returned
from shore leave. Balmoral left at 1635 hrs., with
Mr. and Mrs. Wilson and son and Miss Janet
Sutton (shore leave).

2nd: A beautifully sunny morning. Wind E.1-2.
Gannet arrived at 0945 hrs.,, with a large
consignment of Long Life milk. Gannet departed
in an E. wind, veering S.E. and increasing in the
late afternoon. Periods of rain of short duration
recommencing in the late evening.

3rd: Torrential rain during the night. Wind
strong S.E. 6-7. Rain continued after dawn, but
abated by 0930 hrs. Cloud gradually decreasing—
sun emerged—becoming warm. T.H.V. Wins-
ton Churchill anchored in the Roads at 2130 hrs.
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4th: Strong S. winds—grey, overcast. T.H.V.
Winston Churchill departed after 0900 hrs. Wind
increasing all the while, becoming a full gale.
Arrival of the Gannet at 1115 hrs., greeted with
some astonishment—a very rough passage. 2
assengers to stay, Mrs. Cole and Mrs. Evans
Millcombe) and 2 day visitors for employment
interview. Cleave Petrel also braved the storm,
arriving at 1135 hrs. S. gale increased to severe
gale 9. Enormous breakers clawing Rat and
Mouse Islands, the latter frequently shrouded in
spray. Gannet and Cleave Petrel wisely decided to
remain overnight. The wind gradually abating to
become force 4-S by late evening.

Sth: Dull, with intermittent heavy mist on the
island. Cleave petrel departed at 0520 hrs., and
Gannet at 0600 hrs., with Mr. and Mrs. Hills, Mr.
and Mrs. Fisher, Mrs. Dight and companion. The
2,334 ton Bulgarian cargo vessel, Botengrad
(informant Mr John Stockwell) at anchor in the
Roadstead. Strong S.W. wind veered W. 5-6.
Polar Bear arrived at 1130 hrs., with Mrs. June
Bendall and son Robert (for the day), and Rev.
Peyton Jones on board. Mr. Davey erected a new
flagstaff on the Church tower, on which the
Reverend hoisted the Missions To Seamen flag to
flutter conspicuously in the W. breeze. The new
stallion, ‘Greenwood Minstrel' (New Forest breed)
also arrived on the Polar Bear. After an early
morning shower, the weather improved in the
afternoon, although high winds made it cool. Bai-
moral anchored at 1350 hrs., on a Missions to
Seamen charter direct from Avonmouth. Passen-
gers included Sir Kenneth Brown (Chairman),
Commander and Mrs. Tom Foden, Rev. Christo-
pher Pilkington, Rev. David McCoombe (Organi-
ser), Mr. and Mrs. John Brown and Mr. Ingledew.
Island exhibition in the Church well attended.
Also arriving today Mr. Davies and Mr. Whale.
Balmoral left at 1650 hrs., with a following wind.
Polar Bear departed at 1700 hrs. with Mr. and
Mrs. Wheeler on board. 70-001 anchored at
midnight.

6th: Strong, cold S.S.W. wind 5-6 in the
morning. 70-001 still at anchor. Scattered
showers. Balmoral arrived at 1450 hrs., having
been chartered by the Clevedon branch of the
N.S.P.C.C. Strong S.W. to W. winds made for an
uncomfortable passage to Lundy, but provided a
useful following wind on the return voyage. Mr.
Smith Cox (Managing Director of P. & A. Camp-
bell Ltd.) on board. Mr. and Mrs. Scott-Walker
and family were day visitors; also Mrs. Allen and
family to stay. Island exhibition again put on in
the Church. Mr. and Mrs. Jones and family left
and Mr. Peter Edwards also went ashore. At 1800
hrs., the tug, Fairplay XI (Hamburg) anchored in
the Roadstead, towing a barge, Ballyronan,and
being assisted earlier by 70-001 when she got into
difficulties after wrapping the tow-rope around
her propeller. Church Service at 2045 hrs.,
conducted by the Rev. Peyton Jones (18).

7th:  Dull and overcast—occasional bright
periods—cool. Fairplay XI and her tow, Bally-
ronan, left at noon. Intermittent showers. Church
meeting held at 1700 hrs. (6). Presentation from
wellwishers by Mr. Gade to Mr. Colin Taylor,
shortly to be leaving the island.

8th: Cool N.N.W. wind 3-4. Grey and overcast—
light rain. 70-001 departed at 1105 hrs. Gannet
sailing cancelled. Balmoral arrived at 1350 hrs.,
passengers including 209 teachers and scholars
trom Derbyshire State Schools staying at West-
ward Ho! Visitors to stay included Mr. and Mrs.
Dymond Senr., Mr. and Mrs. Bob Britton and
family, also the new Assistant Warden, Mr. Mick
Rogers. Mr. Peter Edwards returned. Mrs. Evans,
Mrs. Cole and Mr. Whale left, also Mrs. Linda
Brown (shore leave).

9th: Overcast at first, but brightening. A little
warmer—S.W. wind 3-4, increasing to 7 in the
afternoon—occasional light showers. No Gannet
sailing. A three-masted sailing vessel passed Rat
Island at 1535 hrs., on a N.E. course— possibly
the sail training schooner, Sir Winston Churchill.
Torrential rain during late afternoon and evening.
Mr. Colin Taylor observed a pair of puffins on the
N. side of Gannet’s Rock, which might have been
prospecting for a nesting site.

10th: Beautifully sunny all day. Cool W.N.W.
wind 5-6. T.H.V. Winston Churchill arrived at
1530 hrs., to convey building staff and technicians
to Swansea at 1930 hrs. 70-001 arrived at 1545
hrs., remaining overnight.

11th: Polar Bear arrived in the small hours to
convey Mr. [. Grainger ashore at 0400 hrs. A
bright sunny morning—occasional patches of
heavy cloud, which dispersed. A pair of house
sparrows flitting in and out of the Old Light
Keeper’s cottage eaves. Continuing sunny for
remainder of the day. Wind W.N.W. 3-4. 70-001
left at 1930 hrs. Farewell party for Mr. Colin
Taylor held in the old Billiard Room of the hotel.
12th: A beautiful day throughout. Gannet
arrived at 0845 hrs., followed by Polar Bear at
0915 hrs. Aboard were Dr. and Mrs. Tim Ross
and family, Mr. and Mrs. Prior and son (Castle),
Mr. Basterfield's party (Big St. John's). Mr. and
Mrs. Webber and Mr. and Mrs. Wright (Mill-
combe). Both vessels departed at 1230 hrs. Mr.
Colin Taylor left permanently after 3 years
residence; also aboard were Mrs. Allen and
family, Mr. and Mrs. Gardner and family, Mr.
Davies and Mr. and Mrs. Keith Blaxhall (shore
leave). Pertinence anchored after darkness.

13th: A bright morning, with the sun lurking
behind the clouds. Pertinence sailed at mid-day.
Clouds gathered at 13.00 hrs. and fine drizzle
commenced for the remainder of the day. Wind
S.5.W. 3-4. Becoming progressively misty on top.
Church Service at 1715 hrs. (5).

14th: Exceptionally strong E.S.E. wind in the
early morning—deluges of heavy rain. White-
capped seas off the E. Side. Rain eased at 0810
hrs., and by mid-day it had become beautifully
sunny—cold E. wind persisting. Adjacent coasts
very distinct at nightfall.

15th: Gannet arrived at 0845 hrs., with a fairly
strong E. breeze 3-4. Mr. 1. Grainger and 4 hotel
visitors were among the passengers. Slight swell
on the water—gorgeously sunny, cloudless day
throughout. Golden Oriole reported as having
been seen in Millcombe woods. Gannet departed
at 1340 hrs., with 5 passengers, including Mr. and
Mrs. Webber. Wind continuing N.E., but future
shipping forecast gave E. up to gale 8.

16th: Fine all day—sunny. Wind E. 4-5,
gradually increasing to gale 8, with consequent
heavy seas off the E. Side. A stormy night, with
Signal doors, windows and guttering rattling.

17th: Dull at first, becoming brighter. Moun-
tainous seas on the E. Side resuiting from the
gales. Trees just coming into full leaf, badly
scorched by the salt air—rhododendrons also
affected. No Gannet sailing. Launch, Devonia,
suffered a broken transom and tiller during the
recent storms. Wind gradually decreased during
the afternoon and veered S.E.

18th: Bright morning with sunny spells after a
few quickly dispersing fog patches passing over
the island. T.H.V. Patricia arrived in the Bay at
0930 hrs., on the Annual Visitation; representa-
tives of the Elder Brethren having previously
landed at the N. End to inspect the N. Light. They
were then conveyed down to the S. End by tractor
trailer to inspect the S. Light, and were taken off
the Landing Beach by tender. T.H.V. Patricia up-
anchored at 1245 hrs. and proceeded on a N.N.E.
course. Gannet arrived at 1050 hrs., with Mr. and
Mrs. K. Blaxhall on board. Owing to the state of
the sea on the ebb tide, cargo was discharged on
the flood. Balmoral arrived at 1315 hrs., but was
unable to land any day passengers. Visitors to stay
included Mr. and Mrs. Blaxhall, Senr., Comman-
der J. Pollock, Mr. and Mrs. Newton Jones
(Millcombe) and the Fuller and Brambleby
parties (Millcombe). Balmoral proceeded on a
cruise around the island. Mr. and Mrs. Prior and
party left on the Gannet at 1530 hrs. A
changeable day, the sea becoming flat calm in
early evening, later becoming turbulent in an
increasing S.E. wind. Rain after darkness.

19th: Strong E. winds 4-5 with heavy rain in
early morning. Polar Bear arrived before noon,
discharging her passengers at Jenny's Cove.
Three cottage letting parties arrived: Jones, Muse
and Stenning, also two visitors for the Old Light.
Balmoral arrived at 1400 hrs., on charter to the
Clevedon Pier Supporters’ Club—no prospect of
landing passengers, but some campers to stay
overnight were set down, afterwards the vessel
circumnavigated to the island and gave four
blasts on her siren as she left south of Rat Island,
homeward bound. Polar Bear left at 1645 hrs.,
taking on passengers in the Landing Bay, includ-
ing the Basterfield party, Dr. and Mrs. Ross and
family, Mr. I. Grainger and others. Very heavy
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