


























THYV Argus arrived at 1705 hrs.

26th: A beautiful day until late afternoon, when
it became overcast, with drizzle. Wind strong
S.W. Gannet arrived with 12 day visitors aboard.
Balmoral arrived with full complement. Mr.
Robertson, from Hull, a survivor of the crew
of Halton, a war-time casualty, arrived for the
day. Sea Melody (Ipswich) anchored in the late
afternoon — built in 1928 as a ketch, and re-
rigged as a schooner 1931-32; owned by Capt.
Paul Davis of Appledore, late owner of the
Kathleen and May. Evening continued overcast
and damp, with strong S.W, wind. S. Light fog
siren in action.

27th: Bright at first, but a succession of mini-
ature depressions followed. The weather, how-
ever, kept fine for the arrival of the Balmoral,
with Mr. Philip Jebb aboard. Messrs. Adam
and Bartholomew Smith, and Rev. and Mrs.
Parkhouse and son, left. Mr. Larry Alexander,
Building Foreman, left the island permanently
today. Container ship, Scandia Clipper passed
up Channel close to the South End. Sea Melody
left at 0930 hrs. on N.N.E. course — later in
morning Spindrift, from the Scillies, arrived in
the Bay. S.W. wind increased to near gale force
this evening.

28th: Very foggy — South Light siren com-
menced at 0800 hrs. Wind W.S.W. 5-6, increas-
ing to gale. Cleave Petrel, Belgian trawlers
Annie, Surveyor and Mariner, sheltering, also
Spindrift and Quiescence. Gannet and Cape
Horn sailings cancelled, the latter having
ventured outside Ilfracombe Harbour, but
forced to turn back — Little Bittern sailing
from Bideford also cancelled. Wind continuing
blustery.

29th: Low cloud. Wind S.W. 4-5. Spindrift
sailed at 0930 hrs. Cleave Petrel and 3 Belgian
trawlers at anchor. Balmoral arrived at 1500
hrs., strong winds and drizzle. Mr. and Mrs.
Christopher Price and party, Mr. D’Oyly
Wright, and Mr. Paul Munton left on return
sailing. Two day visitors stranded, and accom-
modated until the morrow. Church Service at
1800 hrs. — 30 in the congregation.

30th (Bank Holiday): Dull, overcast — occas-
ional patches of sunlight in the afternoon
accompanied by rain storms. Cleave Petrel left
at 0915 hrs. for Bideford. Westward Ho
arrived in a rough sea.

31st: Wind S.W. 4. Future forecast, S W. 7.
Gannet sailing cancelled. Sky overcast — visi-
bility poor. Westward Ho arrived at 1400 hrs.
with Mr. and Mrs. K. S. Gardner and family
aboard. Pertinence anchored in the Roads.
Small yacht, Lamu, anchored in the evening.
A beautiful salmon-pink sunset, with fleecy
grey clouds superimposed. Bristol Channel
Divers organised a barbecue in the Cove. Wind
continuing S.W. 5-6.

SEPTEMBER

1st: Wet and windy. W.S.W. gusting to gale
force. Ganner sailing cancelled. Pertinence left
during the morning. At 1830 hrs., 3 Belgian
trawlers, Sea Gull 2, Annie, and Zeeparel, also
yacht Lamu at anchor. Lifeboats 70-00/ and
70-002 rendezvous’d in the Bay — the former
remaining overnight. Mr. K. S. Gardner gave
an illustrated talk in the Hotel lounge, on
Ireland and its Islands, drawing an interesting
parallel between the memorials on Lundy and
Ireland.

2nd: Grey, overcast morning — Wind W.S.W.
3-4, Gannet arrived, with Mr. and Mrs. David
Dyke, and 5 day visitors. Large amount of
cargo, owing to previous sailing cancellations.
Sea Melody re-appeared in the Bay. A pleasant
evening and, after dusk, intermittent moonlight.
3rd: Bright morning, with clouds gradually
dispersing, giving way to hot sunshine. The
Lamu and Sea Melody still at anchor. Cleave
Petrel anchored in the evening. A fine night,
the moon casting a silver reflection on the
quiet waters.

4th: 1t is learnt, with regret, that the Westward
Ho has made her last voyage to Lundy, due to
serious engine defects. A beautifully warm,
sunny day. The sea calm and like a mirror.
Balmoral arrived at 1400 hrs. (400 passengers),
leaving again at 1715 hrs. Mr. Paul Lawrence
(boatman) arrived back, having disposed of
the Rose of Sharon. Mr. and Mrs. K. S.
Gardner, Mr. and Mrs. Grainger, and families,
left. Mr. and Mrs. Ingram and sons left on the
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Gannet, which had arrived at 1000 hrs. Capt.
Mountjoy, skipper of the Margaret, was
married today, and the Cleave Petrel brought
the newly weds over from Clovelly, arriving at
Lundy 1930 hrs.

5th: Wind E., with swell on the beach. Cleave
Petrel moved round to Jenny’s Cove and
anchored. Beautiful morning, warm and sunny.
Contents of I.L.N. No. 5 completed and taken
up to the Pyramid at 1230 hrs., from where it
was kindly conveyed to Bideford aboard the
Cleave Petrel. Church Service at 1800 hrs., with
20 in the congregation. Lovely evening, with
full moon after dusk.

6th: A gorgeous day, with E. wind 2-3. Gannet
came on unscheduled trip with beer and cement,
returning with a cargo of lambs. At noon, the
FY18 Britannia came with day visitors.
Exceptionally low tide. E. wind still in evidence.
Marvellous Harvest Moon at nightfall.

7th: E.S.E. wind, increasing 4-5. Gannet came
with 10 day visitors. Too rough on the Beach
—- the beach party had to go up to Jenny’s
Cove, where the passengers and some cargo
were landed .onto the Pyramid. Balmoral
arrived at 1445 hrs., but, owing to conditions,
passengers were taken on a cruise around the
island, later returning to the Bay to pick up 4
passengers for Ilfracombe. Brilliant sunset at
one stage resembled a squashed crimson ball.
8th: Another glorious day, but rather more
wind E.S.E. Church decorated for today’s
Harvest Festival by Mrs. J. Dyke, Miss P.
Parsons. and Miss E. Spratley. Owing to un-
favourable landing conditions the Balmoral
proceeded on another cruise around the island,
returning to the Bay and landing passengers to
stay, including the Rev. R. C. Dixon, and Mr.
Tom Jones (retired bass soloist from Salisbury
Cathedral), and Mr. Ian Grainger. Mr. Dennis
Knight, and 4 other passengers were taken off
from the Cove beach. Messrs. Martin Webb
and Martin Dymond (Bristol Channel Divers)
rendered valuable assistance in ferrying
passengers, with the use of their rubber dinghy.
A large eruption of Tortoiseshell, Red Admiral,
and other butterflies, also various moths,
fluttering about the thistledown at the S. End.
T.H.V. Stella anchored in the Roadstead,
staying overnight. Harvest Festival Service at
2115 hrs., conducted by Rev. R. C. Dixon —
the Church and decorations attractively illumin-
ated by the oil lamps. Mr. Tom Jones, soloist.
Lessons were read by Miss P. Parsons, and Mr.
I. Grainger. Organist, Mrs. J. Dyke. Congrega-
tion of 47.

9th: Another similar day — if anything, more
E. wind. Holy Communion at 0800 hrs., with
7 communicants. Gannet surprisingly arrived
with 10 passengers, including Mr. and Mrs. R.
Bendall and family. Conditions did not permit
a landing, either on the Beach or the Pyramid.
The vessel lay off in Jenny’s Cove until 1600
hrs., when an improvement permitted landing
on the beach. Balmoral came at 1430 hrs., but
a landing of day visitors was still not possible.
Rev. Dixon, Mr. Tom Jones, and Miss Pat
Parsons were amongst those taken off from the
Cove by Bristol Channel Divers. Miss Marsh
sent, as a gift, a new Altar Cloth for the Church.
10th: More overcast, but less wind — Still E.,
but veering S.S.W. mid-day. Mr. David Dyke
and others made the descent to Seals Hole —
5 seals encountered, and indications of others
in the depth of the cave. A fairly quiet evening,.
11th: Fine but dull, brightening later. Cleave
Petrel arrived at 1130 hrs., but E. 4-5 wind
made landing impossible and she sought
shelter in Jenny’s Cove. Gannet and Margaret,
finding similar conditions, did likewise, and
awaited an improvement on the  Landing
Beach, where eventually all were disembarked
and embarked. Dr. and Mrs. William Ruddock
arrived to stay. Overcast later, but wind less in
evidence.

12th: An absolutely beautiful atumnal day,
commencing with a heavy morning dew. Mrs.
Gade ill, and attended to by Dr. Ruddock.
Balmoral arrived with 350-400 passengers. Miss
Edna Spratley left on return voyage. Pinhoe
(Capt. Trevor Davey) spent a short while in
the Bay. Evening Service at 1800 hrs. — 8 in
congregation.

13th: Another beautiful day — butterflies and
moths exceedingly active. Mr. and Mrs. George
Cothay called at Signal Cottage (their 20th

consecutive visit to Lundy), and, later, Lord
and Lady Darwen. Mr. and Mrs. D. Dyke
circumnavigated the island in a canoe — 20
seals sighted. A quiet evening and night.
14th: Beautifully warm and sunny — moderate
N.N.W. wind. Gannet arrived at 0845 hrs. with
3 passengers, including Mr. Tony Vickery.
Lord and Lady Darwen and Mr. and Mrs. D.
Dyke were among the passengers on the return
voyage. Two large shoals of mackerel off S.E.
Point. Balmoral arrived at 1300 hrs. Mrs. Lee
(Penarth), and Mr. Jack Dickens on board,
also Mrs. Gould and family, the latter present-
ing the Museum with her ration book, issued
to her on Lundy in 1918. Mrs. J. Dyke left on
the return voyage. Butterflies still numerous,
including Painted Ladies. Miss Sue Marsh
arrived today to assist in Hotel kitchen.

15th: Grey and overcast, but calm. Warm, mist
at first gradually dispersing. T.H.V. Strathclyde
II at anchor in the Bay during morning, leaving
in late afternoon. Shoals of mackerel still
circulating in the Bay.

16th: Overcast — light cloud cover —S.E.,
but virtually windless. Ganner arrived, with
Mr. Reg. Tuffin, Miss Marsh, one day visitor,
and one new employee.

17th: A beautiful day — slight S. breeze —
warm and sunny. At 0705 hrs. the yacht
Coquelecot (Cherbourg) anchored, departing in
the morning. Susabeth (Liverpool) anchored in
the afternoon, leaving at 1645 hrs. Motor
fishing vessel William Harvey (Penzance)
arrived in early evening, departing 2030 hrs.
Cleave Petrel also moored in the evening. The
Gannet, on a special sailing, conveyed 54 lambs
back to Ilfracombe.

18th: Another gorgeous day — little wind.
Sea Melody and Cleave Petrel at anchor, later
joined by the Sea Hawk (Instow). Gannet
arrived at 0930 hrs., with Mr. Miles (Oxford),
and Mr. and Mrs. Peters. We learned with deep
regret of the sudden death of Mr. Tunnicliff
(Hartland Coastguards). Gannet returned with
a full complement, and 30 sheep.

19th: A glorious day. Bay well patronised by
small craft, including Louisa (Braunton),
Willow the Wisp (Bideford), B.D. 74 (Bideford),
John Collin II (Bideford), Sea Hawk (Instow),
Cleave Petrel, Sea Melody, Cap’n Chris.,
Lundy Puffin (Capt. Fred Hutchings), and
Little Bittern. The Sea Hawk only remaining
overnight. Balmoral arrived with 300 aboard,
including the National Trust party, headed by
Mr. Michael Trinick (S.W. Area Secretary),
Mr. R. E. Meyrick (Devon), Dr. Wright
(Forestry), Mr. Warren Dayvis (Information
Officer), and Mr. Marcus Trinick. Other
arrivals included Mr. and Mrs. Dennis (Oke-
hampton), Mrs. Edwards, and Mrs. Joan Dyke.
Evening Service at 1800 hrs. conducted by Mr.
Tan Grainger. Lessons read by Mr. Michael
Trinick and Mr. Warren Davis —24 in
congregation.

20th: Another glorious day. Sea Hawk still at
anchor in the Bay, leaving in the late evening
on a calm sea. '
21st: Hazy, after a grey dawn, later becoming
beautifully sunny. In spite of a disconcerting
breeze from the E., the Gannet landed 8
passengers at 1015 hrs., and the Balmoral
arrived with approximately 400 passengers,
including Mr. and Mrs. Bob Bendall for the
day. The sea was lively, but quietened down
during the afternoon. Mr. Jack Dickens paid
his farewell visit to the-island for this year.
Gannet returned to the mainland with this
season’s shearing of wool.

22nd: A mixed day of sunshine and showers —
periods of heavy cloud. N.E. wind 4-5, later
veering S., and then ceasing altogether.

23rd: S. Light fog siren commenced during the
night, continuing until 1430 hrs. after the
Balmoral had arrived. Cap’n Chris came in
thick fog from Clovelly at 0915 landing two
passengers, Mr. and Mrs. Sherborne, and
quickly returning whence she came. Gannet
arrived at 1115 hrs., and conveyed subscribers’
copies of I.L.N. No. 5 on the return voyage.
The Guinea-fowl have neglected their chicks,
and none survive. Wind S.W. 2-3. Later N.W.
24th: Dull and overcast — wind S.W. 2-3. A
little sunshine at mid-day. Balmoral arrived at
13.30., on the annual cruise from Tenby, with
about 600 passengers on board. A quiet
evening.















Birds is prohibited within the area of Lundy
and the neighbouring islets.

June 1st, 1922 (North Devon Journal).

The Glen Gower, new passenger steamer for
Bristol Channel: The new passenger steamer,
Glen Gower, the latest addition to the White
Funnel Fleet owned by Messrs. P. & A.
Campbell Ltd., arrived in Bristol on Friday
morning. She is the same type of vessel as the
Britannia, Cambria, and Westward Ho! She
was built by Ailsa Shipbuilding Co. ILtd.,
Troon, and all the trials took place on the
Clyde last week, with most satisfactory results,
the speed attained being about 21 miles an
hour. The Glen Gower left Troon at 5.10 on
Thursday morning and arrived in Bristol
shortly before 7 on Friday morning. Captain
Daniel Taylor was in command. The Glen
Gower has been specially built under Board of
Trade Survey, and she holds a certificate which
will enable her to travel round the British Isles.
Her equipments are of the most complete order,
and special attention has been given to the
ventilation of the saloons, which are spacious
and admirably designed for the comfort and
convenience of passengers. The new vessel is
242 feet long, 28ft. 6” broad, and 16ft. 9” deep
to promenade deck. She is entitled to carry
about 1,250 passengers within the limits of the
Holmes, about 1,080 to Ilfracombe, and about
550 under Home Trade Certificate (around the
British Isles). There is a fine promenade deck,
and, as in the case of the Britannia and the
other large steamers, it is extended to the bow
of the vessel. The after deck saloon is hand-
somely fitted up in polished hardwood with
gilt cornices, having large ports. The sofas and
cross seats are upholstered in Utrecht velvet;
linoleum and Brussels runners on floor, and
ports neatly draped with old-gold curtains.
At the fore end of this saloon in the port side
are the ladies’ cabin and lavatories; and
Captain’s cabin on the starboard side finished
in white. The dining saloon is under the main
deck aft, and is finished in white. At the fore
end of this cabin there are a large bar and
pantry which are replete with every convenience.
There is also a commodious refreshment
saloon main deck forward. The machinery
comprises one pair of compound surface
diagonal engines, and steam will be supplied by

a double ended marine boiler of improved type.
A complete installation of electric lighting has
been fitted throughout. The dining room
ventilation has had special attention; three
large electric fans having been fitted. The Glen
Gower will take up her station at Swansea at
Whitsuntide.

June 9th, 1922 (Hartland Chronicle).

An event of considerable interest to Church
people in the Diocese of Exeter was the
licensing as Bishop’s Domestic Chaplain on
the Island of Lundy, of Rev. Henry H. Lane,
one time Vicar of Welcome . . . For some
months past, the Archdeacon of Barnstaple,
in which Archdeaconry the island is situated,
has been anxious to obtain an incumbent for
Lundy, and Mr. Lane has now been placed in
spiritual charge of the island, and vessels in the
vicinity. The Bishop of Exeter, with a party of
friends, crossed to the island on Whit Monday,
and the Service in the Church, which was
attended by practically the whole of the
inhabitants, was a most impressive one.

June 9th, 1922 (North Devon Journal).

The Lundy Island cable has been broken for
some time, and communication between the
island and the mainland has been dependent,
except for the weekly mail, upon signals to the
coastguards at Hartland Point.

25 YEARS AGO

January 30th, 1947 (North Devon Journal
Herald). The first Annual Meeting of the
Lundy Field Society was held at Exeter on
Monday, Mr. M. C. Harman presiding. The
Hon. Secretary, Mr. L. A. Harvey, said that
efforts to ensure that the Station on Lundy
opened with the beginning of the Spring
migration season this year were within sight of
achievement. Membership was nearly 100.
The Society had been received into the member-
ship of the Bird Observatory Sub-Committee
of the British Trust for Ornithology, and they
were arranging for co-operation also with the
Insect Immigration Committee of the South-
Western Union of Scientific Societies. The Hon.
Treasurer, Miss R. E. Studdy, reported a
balance of £97 to date. Income during 1946
totalled £227. It was decided to appoint Mr.
R. Barker as paid Warden for twelve months.

Officers elected were: President, Mr. Harman;
Chairman, Mr. B. G. Lampard-Vachell; Hon.
Secretary, Mr. L. A. Harvey; Hon. Auditor,
Mr. G. A. Hebditch.

March 6th, 1947. Lundy Echo: This month
marks the tercentenary of the first real attempt
made by any English Government to stop the
use of Lundy Island as a base for pirates
plundering shipping off the North Devon Coast.
During the Civil War, one Thomas Bushell,
who was engaged in working the silver mines
of Combe Martin, fortified the island for King
Charles I, at his own expense. When, however,
the ownership of the island had passed to Lord
Saye and Sele, Bushell refused to hand the
island over until Charles I had given his official
consent. It was not until February, 1647, that
Lundy was given up to Col. Richard Fiennes,
the local Parliamentary commander, and Lord
Saye and Sele enabled to take up his residence.
At once the new regime put a stop to the use of
Lundy by privateers like Admiral Nutt, who,
in the sixteen thirties, had required for his
repression a fleet of a dozen vessels. Within
three years on the return of Charles 11 in 1660,
however, Lundy was in the hands of French
privateers and as late as 1714 Barnstaple and
Bideford traders were complaining of the
ravages of Lundy pirates on their colonial
shipping.

May 9th, 1947 (Ilfracombe Chronicle).

Mr. A. S. Cutcliffe gave a lecture to the
Iifracombe Field Club on the subject of Lundy.
Mr. Cutcliffe delighted his audience with a
splendid series of lantern slides, many of them,
from his own photographs, depicting peculiar-
ities of the island. There was one good fishing
story which the present chronicler (M. G.
Palmer) cannot leave unrecorded. It has the
additional advantage of being a true one.
Local eels on the island have been observed
climbing eighty feet up a cliff to spawn in the
pools on top! They make their way there by
means of a waterfall!

On May 8th 1972, the Editor witnessed an eel
repeating this remarkable “look no hands”
climbing effort, making its way up stream in
Millcombe Gardens.
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THE
LUNDY MUSEUM

requires exhibits of all kinds

'SUBSCRIPTION FORM!

The rate for five issues posted from Lundy
to Great Britain or overseas — £1 including Puffin postage.

THE LUNDY CO. Address: Editor ‘ILN’,
LUNDY, BRISTOL CHANNEL, via lfracombe

made payable to

relating to the island

Name & Address

PLEASE WRITE TO THE CURATOR,
LUNDY MUSEUM,

BRISTOL CHANNEL,
Via llfracombe, Devon.
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Please commence with Issue No.

IF YOU PREFER NOT TO CUTOUT THIS FORM PLEASE COPY
THE DETAILS ONTO YOUR OWN NOTE PAPER,AND POST TOUS
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