



































LUNDY LOG continued

Another spectacular sunrise, followed by a
gorgeous day, with a moderately chilly wind
from the N.E. Gorse in bloom and looking
attractive on Heath Mount (Hangman’s Hill).
23rd: The Tavern decorated for Christmas.
Strong E.N.E. winds continued. Damp and
cold. 24th: Very cold. E. to N.E. winds,
gusting to gale force. Tremendous seas, but,
fortunately, low tides. Christmas Day. Grey
sky and forbidding sea. The sun rose a
blood red splodge against a cold, menacing
backcloth. Mrs. Chrys Davey’s birthday. Cold
buffet in Tavern at lunchtime. In the evening 16
inhabitants sat down to Christmas Dinner in
the Hotel Dining room. Boxing Day: A dull
dawn. N.E. gale — very rough seas, accom-
panied by grey skies. Some anxiety felt for the
landing stage because of the breakers. Flurry
of snow. Islanders shared buffet lunch in the
Tavern. 27th: E.N.E. winds continuing —
moderating, but increasing later. Fine powdery
snow in the morning — light covering and small
drifts — bitterly cold. Sheep look bewildered.
28th: Wind E., but much abated. Substantial
thaw, Some slates off the Hotel roof after the
storm. Wind E.N.E., increasing, but less cold.
29th: E. N. E. wind, blowing freshly. No
prospect of the “Gannet” coming. Torrential
rainstorm in early morning — grey sky but
clear visibility. N.E. winds increasing — heavy
squalls to gale force. 30th: Winds abated, but
still N.E. Ailing brown cow despatched with
humane killer. Wind N. in evening, almost
imperceptible at night. 31st: A really beau-
tiful sunrise — rich, peachy golden colour
below a low bank of cloud, which cleared,
making way for a gloriously sunny day. Wind
N. to N.E., 2 to 3. Rather choppy in the Bay,
smoothing out as day progressed. “Gannet” did
not sail. The islanders foregathered in the
Tavern to see the New Year in. New Moon —
on its back.

JANUARY, 1971

1st: Dullish day with considerable cloud. Some
drizzle late in afternoon and evening. Very
little wind. Island seemed subdued after the
easterly battering. Beautiful cloud formations.
“Gannet” arrived at 1300 hrs. with Miss Julia
Bassingthwaite. Mr. Peter Edwards came for
interview, and Mr. Wayland Smith was a day
visitor. The “Gannet” left at 16.30 hrs. with
Miss Jilly Dyke aboard. Welsh and North
Devon coasts clearly defined. 2nd: Cloudy —
sea flat calm. Trinity House helicopter relief
took place. “Cleave Petrel” arrived from
Bideford with Mr. and Mrs. Roy Glover and
Mr. John Baker aboard. A Water Rail seen in
Milicombe Valley. Snowclad hills of Exmoor
visible. 3rd: A most gorgeous day throughout,
but tempered by a cool breeze. Low night
temperature following. 4th: Wind S.E., rather
cold 4 to 5. Editor did some archaeological
investigation in Pigs Paradise, continuing the
work on favourable days. Sth: Wind continuing
S.E., but later veering S. “Gannet” did not
come — next sailing 9th. 6th: Thick fog —
Lundy South fog siren in action. Patchy during
the day but clearing at nightfall. S. gale — 4
Belgian trawlers came into the Bay. 7th: Wet,
windy — S. gale continuing, visibility poor.
Belgian trawlers still sheltering. 8th: Wet,
poor visibility on top of island — moderate
wind blowing from S.W., increasing later in day
6t0 8. Only one Belgian trawler remaining in the
Bay. Wind S. and fresh during night. Mild.
9th: Dull and drizzly at first, clearing and
brightening after mid-day. Stiff S., gusting to
gale force. “Gannet™ not sailing. 2 Belgian
trawlers “Zeeparel” and “Sonja” and 2
coasters ‘“‘Irish Trader” and *Sine Boye”
sheltering in the Bay. Massive breakers on the
S. side of Mouse Island. Island bathed in
wintery sunshine — mild. 10th: Fabulous day
— brilliant sunrise over mainland. Clear pale
blue sky. Heavy groundsea coming in onto S.
coast — 20ft. breakers pounding Black Rock.
All vessels resumed sailing. 11th: Cold S. wind,
strong at first, but later abating, and growing
colder. 12th: Morning calm with fog patches.
“Gannet” came with Timbaform employees, 2
workmen, Mr. Robinson and Mr. Florence,
and a large cargo of materials for the new
reservoir sited on the old Airfield. Also re-
turning from Christmas leave were Mr. and
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Mrs. Ogilvie and Kate, and Mr. and Mrs.
Stockwell. 13th: Windless. The R.A.F.,
Chivenor helicopter brought two Army
Officers to investigate the bringing of bulk
building materials by landing craft at a later
date. Trouble with main generator, which was
speedily repaired by Mr. “Dave” Davey. 14th:
Moderate E.S.E. wind, but sufficient to
cause a roar in the Bay. “Gannet” arrival
ruled out. Dry, overcast, but brightening later.
15th: Greyish, misty morning. Wind force 2
variable. “Gannet” arrived at 12.15 hrs.
Arrival of “I.L.N.” issue No. 2, and with
assistance from Mrs. Davey, Mr. and Mrs.
Stockwell and Miss Chase, all subscribers
copies were despatched by return. Mr. Philip
Jebb came for the day. Mrs. Strick’s dog,
“Cindy”, sent to the mainland. Exceptionally
warm on the Beach — gnats at play. 16th:
Grey dawn. Wind 3 to 4 S.E. Wet, but drizzle
ceased 0900 hrs. No sign of predicted severe
gale 9. 17th: Pleasant, mod. S. wind 4 to 5
at times. Warm sunshine. Coaster “Hawthorn™
anchored in the Roads. Great activity getting
all mail up to date before British Postal strike.
Timbaform employees busy finishing new
‘Bramble Villa’ before their departure. 18th:
Wind moderate at first, but gaining momentum,
whistling eerily in the telegraph wires and
veering from S. to S.S.W., gale force. 4 vessels
at anchor in darkness. Forecast: Lundy: storm
force 10. 19th: Blowing S.S.W. gale — gusts,
and heavy rain squalls. Hartland Coastguards
involved in emergency call from Belgian
trawler — crew member washed overboard and
lost. No “Gannet” sailing and no hope of a
final despatch of mail before Postal strike. Sun
emerged at mid-day. 4 Belgian trawlers, 1
coaster ‘“‘Eminence”, and Clovelly Lifeboat
70-001 sheltering. Belgians kindly gave islanders
some fish. 20th: Beautifully sunny mogning —
moderate W. wind. “Gannet” arrived at 1400
hrs., bringing Mr. Paul Munton to study the
feral goats. Timbaform personnel, and cement
mixer, left on the “Gannet” at 1515 hrs. Two
additional vessels sheltering in Roads: “Franz
Held” (W. German) and “‘Hans Sif”” (Danish).
70-001 still at anchor. Wind very strong S.S.E.
in the evening, blowing empty beer kegs about
near the Tavern. Some vessels upanchored
during evening because of insecure position.
21st: A very watery sunrise, obscured by banks
of rain clouds — wind ferocious, making the
Roads increasingly untenable. The ““Crescence’
arrived earlier, and 70-001 moved out during
the morning. Tremendous seas breaking over
the latter as she voyaged back to her anchorage
in Clovelly Roads. The gates at the southern
entrance of High Street damaged in the storm.
By 1600 hrs. wind had veered N. gale force —
squally showers — low cloud — colder, becom-
ing N.W. Operation ‘Landing Craft’ planned
for later in month cancelled. 22nd: Cloudy at
first, bright periods later becoming prolonged
sunshine. Moderate N.N.W. wind. Sheltering:
“Crescence”, “Saskia™, and later ““Foxtongate”
after the former had upanchored. Air became
spring-like and balmy. Repair work being
done on the Shipwright’s Shed (Millcombe
Valley) for eventual housing of ¢lectric gener-
ator. Millcombe’s streams in full spate after
recent heavy rain. Approach road to new
‘Bramble Villa’ being remade. Wind increasing
in late evening. 23rd: South Light fog siren
commenced in the early hours. Greyish dawn
— substantial rainfall. The island is like a
sponge — little rivulets flowing in all direction.
4 ships anchored in Bay: *‘Eminence”, “Franz
Held”, “Pondsbeek”, and reappearance of the
“Foxtongate”, presumably having discharged
her cargo at Yelland Power Station. T.H.V.
“Stella” appeared in the Bay and picked up

Trinity House personnel, and Mr. Ian Grainger-

and Mr. Colin Taylor, and conveyed them to
Swansea. 24th: Greyish early morning —
strong S.S.W. winds persisting. The T.H.V.
“Stella” proceeded to Swansea at 1330 hrs. 10
other vessels sheltering: “Marschenland”™,
“Esso Dover”, “Eminence”, ‘““Marinus Smits”,
“Pondsbeek™, “Franz Held”, and 3 fishing
trawlers. The Landing Beach deeply scoured by
recent gales. Only two vessels remaining in the
Bay at 2200 hrs. Southerly gale during the
night. 25th: Squally showers — strong S.
winds, and bright intervals. *Eminence” and
“Esso Dover” still at anchor. The “Bell Victor™

arrived at 12.15 hrs. and departed past the N.
End at 14.30 hrs. The “Eminence” left at the
same time towards Clovelly Roads, also the
“Esso Dover’ (the spray reaching the bridge at
times). Although all vessels had resumed, some
were forced to return. 90 m.p.h. wind recorded
at Hartland Point. 26th: Wind moderated a
little during the night, but had increased again
by mid-morning, accompanied by heavy rain.
Strong S.W. wind. Ponies and sheep seeking
shelter outside the Church presented a
companionable picture. Water pouring through
the gated entrance to Big and Little St. Johns,
descending and flooding the huge boggy sponge,
St. John’s Valley, below. Among the vessels
sheltering at 10.00 hrs. were: “‘Crescence”,
“Esso Dover”, ““Ard Glen”, “Foxtongate” and
one trawler — these resumed sailing, com-
mencing at 1600 hrs. No “Gannet” sailing today
Hotel kitchen flooded. Took possession of Axe
Head (found by Mr. Paul Munton) for Museum.
Two vessels sheltering in Roads at nightfall.
27th: Bright, sunny start, but later heavy
squally showers. “Gannet™ not able to sail. 2
vessels anchored in Roads, the *‘Feroica”
(Dutch), “Spec Major”’, and, later, ‘““Peter
Schaa”. Wind -continued to blow strongly W.
5 to 6. T.H.V. “Stella” arrived in Bay with
stores and personnel for the N. Light, dropping
anchor at 17.15 hrs. and staying the night.
Strong winds continuing. One member of the
Trinity House staff slipped and injured an ankle
whilst jumping onto the Beach from the tender.
28th: Greyish sky —wind W., increasing.
Lundy sheltering: “Arne Hilck”, *‘Pioneer”,
““Sondith” (Hamburg), “Grethe Steen’’ (Assens),
“Peter Schaa”, and T.H.V.“Stella”, the latter
leaving in the afternoon as she was due to do a
Wolf Rock relief on the morrow. “Gannet”
unable to sail. At 1800 hrs. a heavy lift vessel,
the ““Netherland Fisher” (owned by James Fisher
& Co., of Barrow) dropped anchor. Torrential
rain squalls ceased at this time — the little
waterfall opposite Millcombe Gate had become
a raging torrent. 29th: At 0710 hrs., vessels
were making preparations to leave, and 0900
hrs. all had departed from the Roads. The
“Gannet” arrived at 11.45 hrs., with one pas-
senger. Clear sky at 23.30, and wind not In
evidence. 30th: Dull, damp morning. Rain.
Largish cargo vessel, “Clerk Maxwell” at
anchor. The new vessel out of Appledore
Shipyards, “FEsso Penzance” arrived for sea
trials, accompanied by the “Lundy Gull”.
Trinity House helicopter relief took place, and
the patient with the ankle injury was flown back
to Swansea. The “Gannet” did not sail. Wind
increased to near gale N.N.E. and the ““Clerk
Maxwell” elected to move from her anchorage
and stood 2 miles off Lundy. 31st: Dull, over-
cast morning. N.N.E. gale force winds. *“Clerk
Maxwell” still riding out the storm. More rain
to add to the sodden condition.

FEBRUARY

1st: Weather improvement. N.E. gale abated
— scattered bright intervals. Easterly backlash
prevented any vessels sheltering in the Bay.
2nd: A very pleasant morning — calm sea. Cool
breeze sprang up at mid-day. Trinity House
motor vessel “Strathclyde 11" arrived with
personnel to do building work at the South
Light. The “Gannet” arrived with members of
Shell/BP staff to do a ‘write up’ on the heating
installation at the N. Light. Other arrivals were
Judy Crighton and Louise, to stay, also Mr.
Christopher Price, Mr. and Mrs. Flyng, and
Miss Jilly Dyke for the day. Mr. Ian Grainger
returned from his shore visit. Smooth crossing
in both directions. 3rd: Dull, overcast —
little wind from N.W. to N. The *“Heather”
anchored in the Roads at 12.45 hrs., and one
Belgian trawler. 4th: Wind 3 to 4 S.E. Brilliant
sunshine — fog wpatches at sea — Hartland
Point fog siren could be heard. Large wood
pile between the Blacksmith’s Shop and Cart
Linhay partially cleared to make way for
eventual entrance to Pigs Paradise dwellings.
Sth: Overcast — low cloud — cold S.E. wind
3 to 4. Removal of wood pile continues. Wood
distributed amongst islanders. 6th: Overcast.
Slight wind E.S.E. Fine. 7th: A promising
dawn — the sun rose as a blood-red orb, soon
to be blotted out by a bank of misty cloud,
slowly decreasing. Almost springlike. A
beautiful sunset — assortment of warm shades;

This is a regular feature and will continue in the next issue.
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(The following reports were omitted from the previous issue
through lack of space, but we feel they are of sufficient
interest to warrant inclusion).

100 YEARS AGO (North Devon Journal)

26th January, 1871: A Board of Trade enquiry
was held in Liverpool on Thursday and Friday
respecting the loss of the brig “Mary” off this
coast in December last. The vessel, one of 219
tons, under the command of John Day, while
on a voyage from Swansea to Bordeaux, coal
laden, struck on Lundy Island and became a
complete wreck. The weather was thick at the
time, but there was plenty of sea room round
the island: the question as to whether the
Master was to blame was raised. The court
decided that the Master had incurred un-
necessary risk in taking the vessel through the
channel between the island and the mainland
when another preferable course was open to
him, and ordered the suspension of his certificate
for three months.

6th February, 1871: A Barque supposed to have
foundered — It has just been reported that a
barque, name unknown, laden with railway iron
from Newport, struck last night on the east
side of Lundy Island and that she has since
settled down by the stern. No further particulars
have yet reached us. (This refers to the
““Brenda’).

16th March, 1871: The Lundy Island Granite
Co. — An appeal in reference to the winding
up of the Lundy Island Granite Co., was heard
in the Court of Chancery on Saturday. Mr.
Heaven, the owner of the island, leased the
property to a Mr. M’Kenna, with whom the
company had made an agreement to work the
quarries having no direct relations with Mr.
Heaven, who distrained for rent, and seized
certain*goods of the company. The Master of
the Rolls granted the liquidator an injunction
to restrain Mr. Heaven from selling or removing
from the island the articles seized. Against this,
Mr. Heaven appealed. Their Lordships were of
the opinion that section 163 of the Companies
Act, 1862, was confined to proceedings taken
by creditors of the company, and had no
application to a distress levied by alandlord who
was a complete stranger to the company. His
legal right was not interfered with, and there-
fore the decision of the Master of the Rolls
must be reversed, and the appellant must have
his costs in the Court below.

23rd March, 1871: A diving cutter with a
quantity of railway iron saved from the wreck
“Brenda”, Lundy Island, arrived here on
Friday (Ilffracombe).

30th March, 1871: Notes from the Sea — The
sloop “Union Canal” of Plymouth, from
Cardiff towards Caen (France), sprung a leak
when about 20 miles west, of Lundy Island,
and has put into Ilfracombe for repairs.

6th April, 1871: Notes from the Sea-- Two
diving cutters arrived on Saturday from Lundy
Island with a boiler and donkey engine from
the wreck of the ““Brenda”.

4th May, 1871: The wreck of the “Brenda™ at
Lundy — Quantities of railroad iron continue
to be brought here from the wreck of this
vessel at Lundy Island. The weather being
moderate, the divers have been enabled to be
more constantly at the work.

25th May, 1871: Notes from the Sea — The
diving cutters employed in raising the railway
iron from the wreck “‘Brenda” off Lundy
Island have been unable to continue their
work for a fortnight past owingto the prevalence
of easterly winds. About 380 tons have still to
be recovered, but the divers expect to ac-
complish this in about 2 months, should the
weather prove favourable.

22nd June, 1871: Excursion to Lundy — it is
very seldom indeed that the inhabitants of
Barnstaple have the opportunity of seeing a
steamer ploughing her way through the quiet
waters of the Taw. Those, however, who
happened to be on the banks of the river below
the bridge at about 6 o’clock on Sunday
evening might have seen a steam vessel glide up
and moor at the Quay. The stranger was the
“Thames”, a paddle steamer belonging to
Porthcawl, which had come here to take
excursionists to Lundy Island on Monday. On
her arrival becoming known, she was visited by
hundreds of people, especially children, to
many of whom the sigiit was a novel one. The
“Thames” left the Quay Monday morning with
goodly number of passengers for Lundy shortly
after 7 o’clock. The “Spicey”, which was also
advertised to run to Lundy and Clovelly,
started about half-an-hour later, but she had
not steamed many yards before she got aground
on a sand bank, and there remained in spite of
all that could be done to get her off. The
disappointment of those on board may well be
imagined. However, they had not so much
reason to regret the misadventure as at first
appeared, for the day turned out a rather
coarse one, and little favourable to an excursion
by sea. Much blame was attributed to the pilot
in charge of the steamer, who surely ought to
have known how late he could venture to be
upon the tide without danger of grounding.
22nd June, 1871: A Fleet of Trawlers — Capt.
Twynham of Brixham, formerly of Bideford, has
sent his fleet of trawlers to fish to the westward
of Lundy Island. The fish will be brought to
Bideford.

6th July, 1871: Excursion to Lundy and
Clovelly — The second excursion to Lundy
Island and Clovelly within a fortnight from
Barnstaple took place on Monday morning.
The “Spicy”, which it will be remembered
grounded on the last occasion, in the river,
arrived at Barnstaple on Sunday evening, and
started all well next morning at 7 with about 50
to 60 excursionists. Doubtless the weather
prevented a larger number of persons from
availing themselves of what would be in fine
weather a delightful trip. Whilst lying at the
Quay on Sunday evening, the “Spicy” was
visited by hundreds of persons, and two
children unfortunately fell between the steamer
and the Quay into the water but were quickly
brought to land, not much worse for their bath.
6th July, 1871: Raising a wrecked vessel off
Lundy Island — It will be remembered that in
February last a large ship, 950 tons register,
named the “Brenda”, was wrecked by striking
a sunken rock off Lundy Island. The ship was
laden with railway iron: fortunately the crew

were saved. The hull of the vessel was sold and
was purchased by Messrs. Down, Fishwick and
Cock, of Bideford and Appledore. Since that
date, at intervals, divers have been at work with
a crew to raise her. On Sunday, the “Brenda”
floated, and a passing steam tug was hailed, who
soon took her in tow, but ne sooner had she
got from the shelter of the island, notwith-
standing the efforts of the steam tug and crew,
she began to drift towards the westwards, and
there was great anxiety among those on board
lest the ‘““Brenda’ would sink in déep water.
When she had drifted before the wind and ebb
tide about 10 miles W. of Lundy Island, two
other steamers appeared in sight and both were
hailed to come to the rescue, and by the united
efforts of the three steamers, the ““Brenda” was
brought under Hartland Point and taken up in
the slack tide over Bideford Bar. Those who
took a trip on the “Spicy” steamer on Sunday
evening had an opportunity of seeing the first
ship ever raised off Lundy Island after a wreck.
6th July, 1871: Fatal Accident — We regret
to record an accident in connection with the
raising of the “‘Brenda”, which had a fatal
termination. One of the divers, named Pearson
Adams, whilst assisting, had his leg broken by
the tow rope. The poor fellow was taken up and
conveyed as quickly as possible to the Royal
George Inn in Appledore, where surgical
assistance was obtained, but, beside the fracture
of his leg, he was found to have sustained
internal injuries, which led to his death on
Tuesday evening.

13th July, 1871: Fatal Accident—We mentioned
in our last that the poor man Adams who met
with an accident on board the ““Brenda” had
died of his injuries: An inquest was held on his
body on the 15th instant before John Henry
Toller, Esq., deputy coroner at the Royal
George Inn, Appledore, where the death took
place. The name of the deceased was Pearson
Colwin Adams, and he was a mariner, residing
at Whitstable, Kent, and about 19 years of age.
He was of the company who were engaged in
raising the cargo and ship which sank off Lundy.
They came down in March last, raised the
cargo, and eventually floated the ship, which,
with the assistance of three steamers, they got
safely to Appledore on Sunday night. The ship’s
tow rope was fastened to the windlass bit on the
forecastle, and whilst she was in tow it, un-
fortunately, slipped, and the bit hit the deceased.
Edmund Stroud, another of the company, had
observed that the rope was becoming ‘taut’
as the sailors term it, and remarked to the
deceased that if the hawser should break it
would cut their heads off. Stroud thereupon
walked off to the leeward, and deceased seemed
to be walking away also when the hawser
suddenly gave, and the bit flew past him,
sending him to the ground with great violence.
His comrades (Stroud and Goldfinch) instantly
went to the poor fellow’s assistance, and found
him insensible and bleeding a great deal. They
got him into a boat as quickly as possible and
took him on shore and landed him at the Royal
George where the attendance of Mr. D. E.
Limbard, surgeon, was quickly obtained. He
found him insensible, bleeding from the nose
and vomiting blood. On examining him he
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